You Have Heard… But I Say Unto You…

Matthew 5:27 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, 28 But I say unto you, 

31 It hath been said, 32 But I say unto you, 

33 Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them of old time, 34 But I say unto you, 

38 Ye have heard that it hath been said, 39 But I say unto you, 

43 Ye have heard that it hath been said,  44 But I say unto you, 

The text that we are launching from in this sermon is from the Sermon on the Mount.  The Sermon on the Mount was intended to accomplish many things; chief among them was to tell us how we should live our lives.  But there was also a second purpose here.  You see it clearly in verse 17.

Matthew 5:17 Think not that I am come to destroy the law, 

or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil.

Jesus knew His crowd, He knew His audience.  They were Jewish people and for them the Law of Moses was everything.  It was more than the foundation of their lives, more than the nucleus of their lives; it was the absolute essence of their lives. 

The Law defined what was real.
Memorization of the Law was what constituted their educational system.

The Mosaic Law determined their government.
The law determined what they ate, when they ate, and how they ate. 

Law dictated how they conducted business. 

There was no part of their lives that was not absolutely defined by the law.  

The Mosaic Law shaped their entire life from cradle to grave.  

I cannot overemphasize how important the Law was to the Jewish people.  But history and experience had taught that absolute faith in the Law would not translate into absolute faith in God, it had quite the opposite effect as a matter of fact.  Enamored with law it was easy for the people to ignore God.  So there is a monumental task for Christ, to get these people to understand that there was a plane of living that is above the bondage of the Law.  But to do this means to elevate them above everything they knew to be real and to be true.  So in this sermon He will introduce a divine principle that I want to share with you in this sermon.

Things may be real and true until you interject Christ into the equation, at that moment whatever was true before is no longer true, because the interjection of Christ into a situation or life alters the reality of that situation and that life.  

The synopsis of the latter part of Matthew 5 is simply Jesus saying:  “I know what you heard.   I know you heard how things are.  But I tell you that things are no longer that way.   I know what you heard, but I am telling you everything is different now that I am here.”  Let me tell you what Christ does in a life, what He wants to do in your life, what He wants to do in the world.  He wants people to come to him with all their ideas and beliefs about themselves and how their life has to be.  Then Christ wants to demonstrate that nothing they believe about themselves is true, that what they believe about their condition is not right.

You have heard your sin is unforgivable...  

You have heard your situation is hopeless…

You have heard there is no answer for you…
You have heard things will never change…

You have heard this is just how it has to be…
You have heard it can’t be healed…

You have heard that abundant kind of life is not for someone like you…
You have heard that turmoil is your lot in life…no peace for you…

You have heard that happiness and contentment is a myth…
You have heard people don’t get out of the mess your in…

You have heard people don’t get free from the trap your in…
You have heard you will always be lonely…

Hear the voice of Jesus in this place.  You have heard all of these lies, but I say unto you that none of it is true, with God anything is possible.  Let Jesus Christ into your situation and when you interject Jesus into a life His presence alters the reality of that life.  

There was nothing more fundamental than Law for the crowd on the mountain in Matthew 5, so Jesus speaks right to what is most fundamental for them and says I know what you heard, but now that I am here none of that really applies any more.  And I come to tell you that whatever damnable lie from hell has been trying to establish itself as real in your life can be obliterated by the presence of Jesus Christ.  The interjection of Christ alters reality in a multitude of ways. Here is two.  

What You No Longer Need
It is not just that everything prior to Christ was a lie and since He is Truth He refutes it.  His presence changes what was into what is.  He redefines reality.  

II Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 

Nothing is what it was; nothing is as it was.  Everything is new.  Not changed, new.  This is why the Gospel of Christ is so liberating.  When He comes on the scene and changes everything that means I no longer need what I needed before.  There may have been a time I needed certain things but nothing is as it was.  

The Law

He speaks to a people, which while they had become enslaved to the law, there had been a time they felt the need for the Law.  And the message that Christ delivered to them and I reiterate to you is now that Christ has come you no longer need what you once felt you needed.  What Paul has to say to the Galation church is simply an exposition of what Christ said.

Galations 3:23 Before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. 24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. (We needed it for a time) 25 But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. (Once Jesus arrived on the scene we no longer needed the Law) 26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. (Reality has been redefined for you) 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 
I know you heard you needed the Law but I tell you that you have Christ, the fulfillment of the Law and you no longer need it.  Everything has been redefined.  What was true and real is no longer. 

I know you have heard you need __________, but I tell you that Christ can do so much more for you than that. 

The Woman At Jacob’s Well

In John 4 Jesus arranges a rendezvous with a little lady at Jacob’s Well for the purpose of changing her whole life.  She was a loose woman, and adulterous woman. No doubt the talk of the whole town.   And she comes to the well every day with this water pot, a daily trip for something she must have.  This is reality, you can’t live without water, she knows the rest of her life no matter what else happens she is going to be making this daily trip to the well.  

But Christ is fixing to come on the scene, and we know what happens when He arrives, reality is redefined.  Her reality is a daily dependence on that well. 

I wonder if I am preaching to anybody who has a little something that you heard you have to have it every day? You cant live with out it.  You have just resigned yourself to the miserable fact that no matter what else happens in your life this thing is going to be a part of your existence. 

You have heard you really need__________, but I tell you when Christ comes on the scene the reality is altered.

The reality is she has to come every day to the well to get water.  Interject Christ.

John 4:13  Jesus answered and said unto her, Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: (That’s your reality) 14  But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. (When you let me go to work I change what was into what is.)
I love verse 28.

John 4:28 The woman then left her

waterpot, and went her way into the city,

She understood that reality has been redefined and I no longer need what I thought I could not live without.  Let that waterpot become a symbol of everything the Devil and your flesh have told you cannot live without.  Because Christ is here now, you no longer need it.  Just as she understood reality is shifted, you can have an encounter with Christ that will change your world, and just as she left her waterpot beside a well you can leave what you no longer need at this altar.

When Christ comes on the scene the first way your reality is altered by defining for you what you no longer need. 

You can leave addictions here.

You can leave habits here.

You can leave the need for other peoples approval and approbation here.
You can leave tormenting desires here.
Those wounds that have become your identity, that you think you need so you can have a sense of self can be left here.

Your self-pity that you think you have to have can be left here.
I know you have heard what you need, but I tell you what you really need is Jesus and once you get Him you will have no need of all that other stuff.  

Its Blind Bartimaus shrugging off a beggars cloak.

It is Abraham sending Hagar out into the wilderness. 

It is Paul standing on the Acropolis of Mars Hill and pointing at a pantheon of idol gods and declaring you don’t need them any more.

What Was Never Possible Before 

The second way the coming of Christ redefines reality for us is found in Acts 13.   Again we will refer back to the law that we started preaching about.

Acts13:39 And by him (Jesus Christ) all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses.

Under the law, under the old way of living, under your old reality there were something which were impossible, they could never happen.  The Bible says that by Jesus Christ believers are justified from sin, something that could never have happened under the law. 

The first way Jesus radically redefines reality in a life is by defining for you what you no longer need.  The second way is by declaring possible what never was possible before. Under the old reality…

What happens for you now, in Christ, could have never happened before.  Why do you need Christ, because in Him is a world of possibility that does not exist where you are now.  

I know you believe it is not possible you could be truly happy…
I know you have heard it is not possible for you to be healed…

I know you have heard it is not possible that for your marriage to make it…
I know you have heard it is impossible that your kid is going to make it…

I know you have heard it is impossible for sins like yours to be forgiven…
I know you have heard it is not possible for peace to prevail…

I know you have heard it is not possible for faith to flourish….
But I tell you that when Jesus comes on the scene, what was true is no longer true, what was real is no longer real, and everything is different now.  What was impossible under the old reality is possible now.

