Them Things

John 16:12 I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things to come. <them things>

I Corinthians 2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. <them things>

I am a typical male in that I am pretty much a bottom line, get to the point, be perfectly clear kind of communicator. I like the statement to answer all of the big questions, what, who, when, where, and how much.  Don’t leave any ambiguity or wiggle room.  I don’t like maybe, approximately, kind of, or any other word that is less than definitive.  I don’t like vague statements.  It is a guy thing.  I understand that.  We like specifics.  That is why we like sports stats.  We don’t just want to know that our guy won.  We want to know by how much, and what did the other guy do, and what was the margin of victory.   We want to know.  Vague, less than specific stuff bugs us.  It is too risky. 

Is the soup good…..kind of..
Is this going to hurt…maybe…

How much is this going to cost me…approximately…
I am not a fan of anything other than specifics.  It bugs me and makes me nervous.   That is the reason this statement by Christ troubled me.  

I have many….things…to say.  What things?  You cannot comprehend them right now.  Them?   Them what?   Them things.   What things?  Them things.  I…I cannot be more specific than that right now.  Tell me what them things are.  I cant right now.  You need the Holy Spirit to understand them things.  
Humans are constrained by vocabulary.  There is only so many ways we can say stuff.  There are only so many ways we can forcefully express ourselves.   Words have to double up.  I hate spinach and I hate racism.  The hatred for spinach is not the same as the hatred for racism.  But I am forced by the constraints of language and vocabulary to say I hate them both.  Jesus knew this dilemma of ours.  So he says look.   There are some incredible things in the Spirit for you, but you have no basis to comprehend them.  There are some things for you, you eyes cannot really see it, your ears cannot adequately process the information to understand it.  There are some things that are so incredible they surpass your pitiful little ability to communicate and comprehend 

These are them things that I want to give you, when the Spirit comes He will show them to you. (Jesus speaking in John)
There are things prepared for you beyond your ability to comprehend and God will reveal them to you by His Spirit. (Paul in I Corinthians)
There are some things in God you only get through the Holy Ghost. 

There are them things that don’t click for you until there is a Spirit baptism. 

There are things that you cannot see, cannot hear until the Spirit reveals them to you. 

And God wants you to have them things that is why He made a promise to you in Acts the second chapter…

Acts 2:38 Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 39  For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.

Not only will you receive the Spirit of God, not only will the Living God take up residence in you…but He will give you them things that Jesus was talking about that are revealed by the Spirit.  He will give you them things that eye has not seen, nor ear heard, that we cannot even imagine.  

That is one reason this is a Spirit filled church, a Holy Ghost church.  It is not just about making a declaration of faith, the demons believe, it is about the power of the Holy Ghost flowing into you and you receiving all that God has for you…and that includes…them things. 

Defining Them Things
The only clues we have as to what them things might be is that they are beyond our ability of comprehension and expression and they come exclusively when we receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit. There are three things in the NT that fit that category.  These are them things.  Let me break ‘em down for you.

1. Love

Lets go back to that whole limited vocabulary thing.  We overuse the word love.  With our shallow little minds we love all kinds of stuff.  I love coffee, I love my dog, I love my wife, I love my motorcycle, I love my kids…  The same word is meant to convey a whole range of feeling.  We have no other word that really works for so many circumstance and situations.    I have heard preachers get on to people.  Don’t come in here saying you love Jesus when you say you love your dog. Well I do love my dog...  I do love Jesus…

Remember the promise of Christ.  The Holy Ghost is going to reveal things to you beyond your capacity to express and comprehend.    The Holy Spirit is going to make you know what was unknowable before.  To qualify as one of them things it needs to fit that.  And while we understand when someone says they love ice cream, and they love their cat, and they love their kids there is a love that surpasses everything we know about love. 

Ephesians 3:17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; 19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.

There is a love that passes knowledge.  (1oftt) 

I don’t understand why He loves me but He does. 

I can’t explain why He blesses me but He does. 

There is no logical explanation for the blood He shed at Calvary for me but if flows every time I need cleansing. 

It makes no sense that as rotten as I am when His Spirit flows in me I know that I belong to Him and He would do anything for me but that is how it is. 
It is inconceivable knowing everything about me, knowing everything I have ever done, knowing what I really am on the inside, He would still love me but He does.  

There is love that passes knowledge. There is love that eclipses your vocabulary.  There is love that is so rich and real that the word itself seems inadequate.   It is one of them things that you only get by the Spirit of God.  

Romans 5:5 The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.

You want love that passes knowledge get the Holy Ghost.  

2. Peace

Let me identify another one them things.  Remember, it has to be beyond our ability to comprehend or explain to qualify as one of them things.  And you only get them things when you receive the Holy Ghost. 

We think we know peace.   Peace for us means the absence of conflict.  The end of trouble. 

If the fighting would stop we would be peace.  If my bills were paid I would be at peace.  If my spouse would quit acting crazy I would be at peace.  If my kids would just give me some clue that they are not hell bent on destroying their life I would be at peace.  If all the conflicts would resolve…  Sweetheart if you are waiting for a perfect life to have peace you will just never have it. 

We are told if could just understand then there would be peace.

If we could just understand why the terrorists hate us we could have peace with them. 

If we just understood why we think and act the way we do we would be at peace. 

If we could understand why our boss treats us like trash we could have peace. 

NOT TRUE!  We have been figuring stuff out for millennia and all that understanding has not bought one minute true peace. Never fear…your Savior has got some things for you in the Holy Ghost.  You may not be able to articulate it, you probably don’t really have the vocabulary to express it…

Phillipians 4:7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

In the Holy Ghost there is love that surpasses knowledge and peace that passes understanding.  

John 14:25 These things have I spoken unto you, being yet present with you. 26  But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 27 Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.

It is not peace like the world gets, which is predicated on there being no trouble…  It is not peace that is dependent on external factors…  It is not peace that only comes when I understand…

It is peace when I don’t understand what is going on around me. 

It is peace when I don’t understand what God is doing. 

It is peace when I don’t understand why my situation is what it is. 

It is peace when I don’t understand why people are acting the fool. 

It is peace when I don’t have enough resources. 

It is peace when all hell is breaking loose in my life and even I don’t know where it is coming from. 

Love that passes knowledge…oftt

Peace that passes understanding…oftt

How do we know they are them things?  They only come from the Holy Ghost, and without Him we cannot conceive of them in that dimension. 

3. Joy

Because we have shallow little thoughts. We have a little shallow concept of what it is to enjoy something. I enjoyed that sermon preacher.  I enjoyed those peas mamma.  I enjoyed that movie.  I enjoyed…  What we know as joy in the flesh realm is so shallow, so transitory, so temporary.  Everything we think brings us joy outside of God is so short lived.  And outside of God what brought us joy the last time usually has a diminishing rate of return.  

Can I tell you that if you can describe your feeling of happiness, if you can articulate joy, if you can explain what it is that makes you happy you probably have not yet received one of them things that Christ has for you. 

I Peter 1:8 Ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: 9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. 12 but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into.

Romans 14:17 For the kingdom of God is righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.

The spirit baptism will bring a joy that transcends your situation, transcends your finances, far outweighs every disappointment in your life, glows brighter than any shadow of sorrow in your life.   You will not even be able to tell people why you are happy…  It is unspeakable… it is oftt.  

How do we know what them things  are?  They are beyond are ability to comprehend and express, eye has not seen, ear has not heard, and they come into our lives when the Holy Ghost enters into us.  

Love that passes knowledge.

Peace that passes understanding.

Joy unspeakable.  

I Corinthians 2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. <them things>

There is a principal in the Word of God.

Psalm 42:7 Deep calleth unto deep

Them things are the deep things of God.  The Spirit searches for them.  
Psalm 92:5 O LORD, how great are thy works! and thy thoughts are very deep.

We don’t have deep thoughts.  Out concepts of love, peace, & joy are shallow, trifling, pale, and insubstantial compared to His concepts of them things.  Outside of the Spirit of God I cannot search and find joy unspeakable, love that passes knowledge, and peace beyond understanding.  God will only reveal them to us by His Spirit.  

>newborn<

