The Will Of God

1) What do you want to do?

2) Inspect your motives.

3) Look for red lights.

4) Listen for God.

What Do You Want To Do?
Providing it is not a gross violation of scripture and righteousness God really wants you to do what you are drawn to.  There is this idea that in order for something to be the will of God it has to make you miserable. This is simply not true.  God knows you will be the most productive doing something you enjoy in life.  You will be most productive in circumstances that are suited to you.  Most people that are miserable in their circumstances are probably not so much out of the will of God as they are out of their giftings. God wants to know what you want.

I Kings 3:5  In Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night: and God said, Ask what I shall give thee. 6  And Solomon said, Thou hast showed unto thy servant David my father great mercy, according as he walked before thee in truth, and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with thee; and thou hast kept for him this great kindness, that thou hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day.  7  And now, O LORD my God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of David my father: and I am but a little child: I know not how to go out or come in.

8  And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude. 9  Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people? 10  And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing.

Psalm 37:4 Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart. 5  Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.

-There is a direct correlation between expressing the desires of your heart to God and committing your way to Him.

I Timothy 3:1 This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work.

Instead of petitioning God about what you should do with your life and what you should become, why don’t you start by sharing your dreams with Him.  He is interested in what you desire and want.

He did not want a colony of ants who are genetically encoded to do a certain thing.  Don’t feel like just because you are gifted in an area you must pursue that area.  Don’t feel like you have to have a calling.  

Until you can lay out some options before God of what it is that you want you will probably not find His will, because His will is closely aligned with your desires.  

Inspect Your Motives
Why are you drawn to the thing you are drawn to?  Did you know some things can be wrong simply because your motives are wrong? 

In Jeremiah 5 Israel built huge walls around her cities.  There was nothing wrong with the walls.  Yet God brought devastation upon them because of the reason they built the walls.   They built the walls so that they would have another source of protection and no longer be reliant on God.  They felt like if they did not have to rely on God that they would not have to obey God.  The wall was not the problem. Their motivation was. 

In Acts 5 Ananias and Sapphira were killed by God.  Again, there actions were not inherently wrong.  Their motive was wrong.  

If you are considering a career path or life choices that are based purely on material, earthly values you could step outside the will of God for your life.  

Do you like the glory associated with what you are considering?
Do you like the prestige that will come your way as a result of them?

Do you covet the material gain that you will have?
Are you considering certain life choices because of power?

Here is an interesting side note, most people that pursue something with wrong motives usually flame out.  There was a host of people that followed Jesus.  Christ Himself said the only reason some of you are following me is the loaves and fish.  The all deserted Him.  Judas was part of His following for the influence and power that came that he thought he would get.  He committed suicide and the birds picked his bones clean.  You better know why it is that you are pursuing the thing you are pursuing.  

Look For Red Lights
When you have settled on what it is that you want and you have inspected your motives and found them to be right.  Take off in the direction you want to go.  Sometimes discovering God’s will is not so much what He tells you to do as it is what He allows you to do.

Believe that God has your best interest at heart and He will not allow you to make a mistake.  So, you state what you want, make sure your motives are right. Then take off.  If God does not want you to do it He will put a red light in your path to stop you.  

In Numbers 22 there is the story of Balaam.  Balaak, the king of Midia wanted him to curse Israel.  He agreed to go and do it.  Had he followed the formula I have outlined for you he would have never gotten as far as He did.  But the Bible says that an angel of the Lord came and stood in his path, prohibiting him from going any further.  God will stop you from going in the wrong direction.  

He sent a storm to let Jonah know that He was headed in the wrong direction. 

He slapped Saul of Tarsus down in the middle of the road.  

This has been a practice that has served me and my wife very well.  We pray and let God know what we want to do, examine our motives.  IF there is no hitch there we take off.  

The key is knowing the difference between a normal challenge and a God-given red light.  A God-given red light is something that would not normally happen.  

Listen For God
Which opportunities should I chase, which should I let go?  Lives are decimated by poor decisions.  On the one hand you may get the desires of your heart and wind up with a Midas touch.   Cursing your own succes and wishing to God you could go back.  On the other you may along with Felix le the greatest opportunity of your life get past you.  The words of the poet will haunt you, “Of all the words of tongue or pen there is none sadder than, It might have been” 

Three people faced with an opportunity. Eve, Peter, RYR. To the woman the opportunity is this; To know all things, To live forever, To be Like God.  Really, when you look at it closely I guess the same deal was offered to the two men.  To Peter standing on the seashore the Christ said, “follow me, and I will make you a fisher of men.”   I will shape you into my image, and make you a part of my kingdom.  To the rich young ruler the deal was that he would inherit eternal life.  Now how to decide.  For the woman the question is, should I eat the fruit or not. It sounded fantastic.  Do not think your choices are insignificant.  For Peter and the Rich Young Ruler it did not sound so good.  Basically the deal was for both of them to leave everything and follow the Christ.  How to choose?  Should I pursue, should I let it go?   Here is the second criteria by which you make that decision.

Who’s voice am I hearing.  

Eve was hearing the sibilant whisper of a seductive snake.  Peter and the RYR were hearing the voice of Christ.  Whose voice is whispering in your ear?  Until you learn to discern Christ you are doomed to frustration.
I Corinthians 14: 10  There are so many kinds of voices in the world, and none of them is without signification. 11  Therefore if I know not the meaning of the voice, I shall be unto him that speaketh a barbarian, and he that speaketh shall be a barbarian unto me.

Too many people listen to their heart.  

Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked:

We will make right decisions when we learn to hear the right voice.  Eve was seduced by a snake, the RYC deceived by his own heart, only Peter got it right. 

John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:

The sheep hear.  It is a continual action.  He calls over and over.  The sheep hear the voice until it is such a part of their world that the first sign of danger is when they become aware that they are out of the range of His voice.  They determine how far to walk by that voice.  If they step out of range into danger their first clue is that the voice is gone.  The sheep know where and when to walk by the voice.  You learn the voice of God through much time with Him.  He has a voice with which He will talk to you. 

