The Transforming Touch

Luke 8:43 And a woman having an issue of blood twelve years, which had spent all her living upon physicians, neither could be healed of any, 44  Came behind him, and touched the border of his garment: and immediately her issue of blood stanched. 45  And Jesus said, Who touched me? When all denied, Peter and they that were with him said, Master, the multitude throng thee and press thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me? 46  And Jesus said, Somebody hath touched me: for I perceive that virtue is gone out of me. 47  And when the woman saw that she was not hid, she came trembling, and falling down before him, she declared unto him before all the people for what cause she had touched him, and how she was healed  immediately. 48  And he said unto her, Daughter, be of good comfort: thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace.

I first heard the term several years ago when I first became fascinated with the greatest of sports, football.   While running a deep route downfield the receiver and the corner back got tangled up.  The referee called offensive interference.  Basically saying that the receiver had purposely shoved, bumped, or otherwise touched the defender, thus making it impossible for him to do his job.  The coach of the receiver was running up and down the sidelines screaming “Incidental contact, Incidental contact”.  Basically saying that it was all an accident, he didn’t mean to touch him, it was by the merest chance that he grabbed a fistful of his jersey and yanked him to the ground.  Just incidental contact. He didn’t do it on purpose, it was just incidental contact. 

There is a difference in an intentional touch and incidental contact.
One woman pushes her way through a crowd with the singular intent of grabbing the garment of Christ. You can almost hear her muttering to herself over and over as she pushes her way closer “I must touch Him, I must touch Him, I must touch Him”.

All around her thousands of people brush against Christ, they press to Him, & they rub against Him.  But there is no purpose in their pressing. It is all chance, incidental contact.  

There is a difference in an intentional touch and incidental contact.
The only contact some people ever have with Christ is incidental contact.  They just happened to be in the same place He was and just happened to get a brush as He passed by.  They happened to be in a service where the Spirit moved.  They were part of the crowd and it is nothing more than incidental contact.  And because they had incidental contact they think they were really part of something but chances are they were not changed. 

There is a difference in an intentional touch and incidental contact.
That is the most some people ever hope for.  They stumble into church and if they happen to brush against him great.  If not they satisfy themselves with the outside chance that they will get to see somebody touch him.  

We are living in a time of unprecedented spiritual interest.  People are being drawn to what God is doing in various places around the country.  Churches are seeing record numbers of visitors.  There is a huge spiritual interest right now.  But I fear that the too many people are having nothing more than incidental contact.  

Here is the difference.  Incidental contact makes you a witness of what Christ can do.  Intentionally touching Christ transforms you.  

Too much of what passes for church is us just brushing against the presence of God and watching as someone else breaks through into His presence.  

The Difference
· Thousands of people thronged and pressed the Christ but only one woman intentionally touched Him.  

· Thousands saw the miracle one was healed and had her life restored.

· Thousands walked away with a story one walked away with an experience.

· Thousands were excited one was healed.

The only difference was incidental contact versus intentional touch.  Why are you here?  Did you walk in with the singular purpose that before I leave this place I will touch Christ?  I want to worship with my brothers sisters but I am not satisfied with just being part of the crowd, I want to have a one on one experience with Christ.

I have preached hundreds if not thousands of services and the story repeats itself over and over again.  I see it every Sunday.  People will sit in the same service, sing the same songs, hear the same sermon.  For one person the biggest challenge will be to stay awake and as soon as the service is done they are out the door and the only thing they take away is a conscience that is somewhat mollified by the fact that they actually attended Gods house.  While in the same service the transforming Gospel of Christ revolutionizes some other persons entire world as it is preached.  The only difference is that one person was satisfied with incidental contact while the other just had to touch Christ.  As one elderly sister told me; “Brother you have done what no other evangelist has done.  You pleased everyone in this church.  Some were pleased to see you come the rest were pleased to see you go!”

In Luke 18 two men stand at the same altar praying.  One leaves having done nothing more than mouth a prayer the other leaves justified. 

Honestly, some people accomplish nothing more than mouthing words because there is no intent or purpose in their approach to God.   Their only purpose is self-appeasement.   

The Deciding Factor
How can you tell you have touched Christ?  What is the manifest evidence that you have connected with Him in a meaningful way and not just had incidental contact?

It is very simple….you are changed.

She approaches hemorrhaging at the point of death and within moments health and vitality are flowing back into her body, because of intentional touch.

This is the evidence that you have truly touched Him, there is a manifest change in your life.  Some people sit through a lifetime of church and never lay some issues to rest, never get over some wounds, and never become victorious in certain areas.  After a while they get frustrated and walk away saying “there is nothing to all of that God stuff”. The reason why is that all they ever experience is incidental contact. There is never any manifest purpose in their coming.  

Jacob sends his family away and walks down into a riverbed a liar and a cheater and emerges a prince with God.  The transformation took place because of he went down into Jabokk with one thought, I am going to touch God. (Haptomai: To Attach)

You can leave this place radically transformed or the same old self you have always been.  The difference is if you intend on touching or are satisfied with incidental contact. 

If you are not experiencing change in your life you have reduced the level of your relationship with God to a spectator event.  You cannot intentionally touch God without being impacted. 

Why The Touch Transforms 

The reason there is so much power in the intentioned touch of this lady is because it is the most profound statement of faith she could make.  It is one thing to say you believe but it is quite another to pt your whole life on the line and do everything you can to touch Him.  She had already declared that if “I can just touch Him I shall be made whole.”  But is was in the actual touching that her wholeness came.

The greatest statement of faith you will ever make is when you reach for God.   It is a declaration of your belief that He can deliver, He can heal, He can save, and He can restore.  Some people manifestly do not believe and I know this because they never extend them self to God. 

The revelation hit me in a worship service.  Some people honestly do not believe, they really do not in their heart of hearts believe because if they did they would be reaching for God.  

The Results
Three things happen as a result of intentional touch.  

1) Impartation: You will receive from God. (Virtue flowed out of me…)

2) Transparency: She was not hid.  There was a reason she had hid.  Do you know the value of not having to hide anything any more?

3) Communication: She declared unto Him…

4) Peace
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If you do not need the touch, touch someone else.  How many people did she push past that never noticed her?  The altars need to be filled at every service. 

