The Results Of A True Encounter With God

Matthew 4:1  Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. 2  And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungered. 3  And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. 4  But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 5  Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, 6  And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.  7  Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.  8  Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and showeth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them;  9  And saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.  10  Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.  11  Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him.

OBSERVATIONS

1. Man shall not live by bread alone….Man possesses a dimension beyond the physical.

Let me ask you a question about this passage.  What would have happened if Christ had acquiesced to any of these temptations of Satan?  What would have really changed?  The third temptation obviously carries some more profound implications than the first two. 

· So what if he changed rocks into bread.   I daresay we would preach about it today, how Christ really proved His power to Satan.  

· What if He had flung Himself off of the temple?   The angels would have caught Him, and we would preach about the amazing event.  

These are challenges with very little at stake.  What does Christ lose by proving to Satan that he can change rocks into bread, or that angels will catch Him?   There is no apparent risk.  There is nothing on the surface that seems dangerous.

What do you do when you encounter a temptation that does not seem to have the capacity to hurt you?   When you look from every conceivable angle and there does not seem to be a way that you are going to be hurt.  Temptations like that come along all the time.  Appeals are made to your flesh that seemingly have little if any spiritual repercussion.  So that we can better understand what was really at stake in the temptation of Christ let me take you back into the OT.

In the 14th chapter of Judges Samson is getting married.  Some days earlier he had killed a lion, and a swarm of bees had built their hive in the carcass of the lion.  Samson had taken the honey from the lion, but had not told anyone where he got it.  As the seven-day wedding feast was getting under way Samson entered into a seemingly innocent bet with the princes of the Philistines.   He bet them thirty changes of clothing that they could not guess a riddle.  They agreed and he devised a riddle about the lion and the honey.  He was sure they could not guess because he had told them nothing.  It was a no lose situation.  However the princes convinced his new wife to tell him the answer to the riddle, and she betrayed him.   But even then it was no big deal.  Even though he lost the bet it appeared that it did not cost him much because he simply went out and killed thirty Philistines and took their clothes and paid off his debt.  It was as though the entire episode really didn’t cost him anything.  

There are things we dabble with that on the surface don’t cost much.  It is as though there is really nothing at stake.  But the real cost of the bet was not the thirty garments.   The real cost of the bet was that the princes of the Philistines learned something about Samson.  They learned he could not keep anything from a pretty woman.  They learned his weakness, and it was not that day, but it eventually cost him everything.
The real cost if Christ gives in to temptation in the wilderness is that Satan learns where He is weak, where to attack, how to structure the next temptation so that it does damage that is irreparable.   

There are some temptations that are not intended to destroy you, just find the chink in your armor, the weakness that you are most susceptible too.  There are things thrown at you just to see if you will swing.   There are some things waved under our nose just to figure out what our appetites might be.  

The longest process in catching a fish is figuring our what bait to use.  Once you figure out what they are hitting on you can just sit back and reel em’ in.

I find it fascinating that Satan started off with the most basic, appealing to the first dimension, the physical.  He failed there before moving to the more sophisticated dimension of emotions involving pride.  Most people are not so sophisticated but that the Enemy can nail us in the first dimension, which is our flesh.  This is always where he starts.  It is the easiest point of access to our spirit and soul.  

The first barrage of the enemy will be against our flesh and all too often we fall right there. For the past couple of weeks I have been imploring with you to seek out an encounter with God that is not physical, not emotional, but spiritual.   I have amassed a preponderance of evidence to push you in that direction, let me give you a little more information that I hope will send you on an urgent quest to encounter the mighty Spirit of God.  Two facts need to sink into your little cranium.

Fact One.

Your Flesh is your enemy.  It is not Satan that will destroy you, rather your own appetites, your own propensity to sin.  

Romans 7: 18  For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me; but how to perform that which is good I find not.  (RIFF) (Everything we blame on devils…victim mentality)

Paul understood that he was his own worst enemy.  All of the discipline in the world will not ultimately triumph over a carnal, sinful nature.   We are singularly unable to put down the appetites of our sinful nature on our own.  Humanity has proved it over and over.  This is how come we are taught to deny ourselves, but also take up a cross and follow Christ.  (Matthew 16:24)  On our own we cannot overcome ourselves.  We need the power of a cross and a life that is spent pursuing Christ. 

Fact Two

The only effective way to battle your flesh is with a spiritual encounter with God.  This interaction on a spiritual level with the mighty God that I have been preaching about is what will ultimately rip strength away from our flesh.   Too many people are walking around with carnal appetites that are just too strong. 

They are palsied people.  The signal does not get from the spirit to the flesh that is strong and out of control.  

If you need to get your flesh under control you don’t need and accountability group, or therapy, or mood altering drugs nearly as much as you need an encounter with the Holy One.
I submit to you that the encounter that will ultimately wrest strength away from our flesh and return it to our spirit is a spiritual encounter with God.

The Moment Of Impact
Of late I have had such a hunger to experience Christ in a dimension that I have never known.   I wanted to know what the clues and signs are.  What does that kind of encounter with His glory look like?

· Acts 40: 3  And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven: 4  And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? 5  And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.  6  And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.  7  And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man.  8  And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus.  9  And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink.

· Saul that thought he saw the purpose of God and was so confident and sure had to be helped from His encounter with God.

· The encounter in the third dimension always impacts the first, and leaves the flesh a little weaker.

· Revelation 1: 12  And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks; 13  And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle.  14  His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; 15  And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters.  16  And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength.  17  And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last:  18  I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.

· When John had an encounter in that third, spiritual dimension, (I was in the spirit…)  his knees buckled, his heart rate plummeted, his breathing was abnormal….

· The encounter in the third dimension always impacts the first, and leaves the flesh a little weaker.

· Moses walked away from an encounter with God with His face so lit up that people could not look upon it.  

· If you want victory in the first dimension, that of your flesh, get in Gods presence.

· If you want to impact your flesh, get in the spirit.

· Romans 8:13 lets you know the only way to mortify or kill the deeds of the flesh is through the spirit!

· Galations 5: 16  This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.  17  For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.

· Genesis 32 Jacob about to face a lifetime of mistakes gets in what he later called a face to face encounter with God.

· Jacob laid hold of God demanding a blessing.  Tired of a life of fear, deception, and running from his mistakes.  

· Wanting a legitimate blessing from God instead of one he robbed from his brother.

· Wounded in his leg, You will not emerge from an encounter with God without your flesh being weakened.

· If you leave a purported meeting and your flesh is not impacted, if its influence is not diminished, I submit to you in the strongest terms possible that you have not had a true spiritual encounter with God.

· He declared unequivocally that “no flesh would glory in His presence”.  
· Why was it his leg?   Why not an arm?  All of his life he had ran from his problems…

· I suspicion that the impact in your flesh will be in that area you need it most.  That chink that Satan is searching for is the one the mighty Presence of God can seal up.  The spirit of God can kill that strong carnal desire that your enemy is trying to sniff out.   

