The Key To Being Like Christ

Phillipians 2

5  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:

6  Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:

7  But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:

8  And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name:

The goal of Christianity is to be like Christ. 

It is not;

· To have peace.

· To be freed from bondage and vices.

· To be saved from hell.

· To have more joy.

· To become financially, emotionally, or spiritually stable.

· To provide a social forum where peoples of like ideology and morality can meet.  

While all of these are worthwhile goals for life, they are not the main objective of Christianity.  With one notable exception these are things we can achieve on our own.  The objective of Christianity is to become like Christ. 

I John

1  Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.

2  Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he (Christ) shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.

3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he (Christ)  is pure.

In the culmination of this faith we will be like Christ.  The apostle goes on to tell us that if indeed this is our hope, we will begin to purify ourselves as Christ is pure.  In other words, we will begin to take on His qualities.  

Romans 8:29  For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.  
It has always been God’s plan that we should be conformed into the image of Christ.  

It has always been God’s plan that we become like Christ.

Now, this is a very involved process, it involves our old self dyeing, and us being reborn as a new creature.  As radical as that sounds, and to unchurched people it does sound radical, the gospel indeed provides a way for that transformation to take place.  But the bottom line is that the baptism and new birth experience serve one overriding purpose, to help us become like Christ.

Galations 3:27  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

Romans 6

3  Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?

4  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

4 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:

Are you thankful that the new birth experience is more than just an emotional release, and that baptism is more than just a ritual of the church?  It is the death of that old self that caused so much pain and grief, and the birth of a new self that is on the way to becoming like Christ.  

The whole direction of our faith is towards becoming like Christ, this is the objective, this is the goal, and this is our quest.   We are to become like Christ.

Lately there is a huge fad that is especially prevalent among teens, WWJD.  Posters, T-shirts, bumper stickers, necklaces, and bracelets all carry this emblem.  What would Jesus do?  Now, I do not know if we will achieve Christ-likeness by wearing certain t-shirts, bracelets, and adopting catchy slogans.   As a matter of fact, I am going to postulate a theory that it is not enough to simply do what Jesus did.  The idea is not to imitate Him, but to try and become like Him. 

The ancient Greeks were innovators.    They were perhaps the most creative people in the world.  Everything they put their hand to they excelled at.  

· Art/Sculpture - They remain unsurpassed to this day.

· Architecture – They were superlative.  Their form of architecture remains among the recognizable in the world.

· Government – They birthed the concepts that our very own country is built upon.

· Philosophy – The thinking of the intellectual world has been molded by Greek philosophers.

· Science/Mathematics/Medicine they laid the foundation that most future discoveries would be built upon.

They were followed and conquered by the Roman Empire.  The Romans were not innovators they were imitators.  They swallowed up other civilizations, and took from them their best and added it to Rome.  For example, the Romans were in awe of the Greek architecture.  So when they returned home they built temples and buildings to look like the Grecian buildings.  The major difference was that the Greeks carved their buildings out of solid marble, while the Romans built theirs from bricks and covered them with a thin veneer of marble.

Too many people are trying to cover the old self with a veneer of Christ-like behavior.  It will look ok for a while, but time will reveal reality.  As the song said, it must Jesus on the inside working on the outside. 

So, if the goal of Christianity is to be like Christ, I must know what made Him great, what it was about Him that distinguished Him.  Now, obviously that is an open-ended train of thought.  But there is one thing in particular that I want to address.

What made Jesus great?

It was not what He did.   The OT is replete with accounts of miracles which God performed through men.   If the greatness of Jesus was to be measured by what He did He would be on par with Moses, Elijah, Elisha, and a host of others.  It was not what He did that made Him great, it was how He thought.

This is why the instruction of the apostle to the Phillipian church was not, Do as He has Done, but, Think like Him,  “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus”.

If the goal of Christianity is to be like Christ, the first step is not to do what He does, but to think like Him. 

Doing what Christ would do, while not thinking like Christ breeds hypocrisy. (Forgiveness)  

Too many people are trying to serve God in their flesh, hoping that their mind will follow.  The mind has to be the place you win your victories.  We have it backward.  We think that if we assume the role eventually the transformation will take place in the way we think.  We have come to believe we could develop righteousness the way you develop good habits, and it will become ingrained in us.

Romans 12:2 be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind,

We have it backwards.

Romans 7:25 So then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the flesh the law of sin.

Romans 8 teaches that serving after the flesh, or through the flesh is serving the law of sin. 

We must think like Christ.  This is what makes us Christ like.

I can point out several elements in our text, that on the surface would make it appear that I am very Christ-like.  

· “Made Himself of no reputation. – I have no reputation.

· “Took upon him the form of a servant” – We are all servants to someone.

· “Made in the likeness of men” – I am certainly average.

· “Humbled himself” - - There is always reason to be humbled.

So, based on these four points, I could say, Hey, I am like Christ.  But there is a vast difference.   The difference is that these things in me are the result of fallen humanity, but they were part of Christ through His own choice.  

· Made
· Took upon himself
· Was made
· Humbled himself
These were the conscious decisions of a man fully in control of His own life.  Paul said, “with the mind I will serve the law of the Lord”.  I will choose what I will and will not do.  Every whim of my flesh and quirk of my emotions will not push me about.  

The primary teaching of this second chapter of Phillipians deals with humility.  But secondary to that is this concept  that what made Christ great was how He thought.  And it was this fact that He had the right mindset, He was clear in His thinking that made Him great, and allowed Him to deny reputation, and throttle His ego, and serve gracefully, and humble Himself.  

· “Never a man spake as this man…”
· Teachings like His had never been considered before.

· His enemies never sought to debunk His miracles, it was His ideas, what came out of His mind, because that is where the power of Christ was.  This is why over and over and over in the NT you see the lawyers, scribes, and Pharisees coming after Him, trying to trick Him.

Too many of us have all the trappings of Christianity but fall woefully short in these four areas.  We have not started thinking like Christ.  

