The Blessing Of Dissatisfaction 

Every great accomplishment of man has been born out of dissatisfaction.  It is the fuel of the creative engine of the mind.  People become restless and uncomfortable with what has been the norm and what has been acceptable and they push for something greater, something more.  We live in a time of lightning innovation and change.  The reason you are seeing change happen so fast is there is an insatiable appetite I the public for faster, better, more productive items.  

· It was dissatisfaction with walking that led to the wheel.

· It was dissatisfaction with the slowness and limitations of animals that led to the creation of the internal combustion engine.  

· It was dissatisfaction with the lengthy process of communication by written word that led to the telegraph, and the telephone, to our current state where there is virtually instantaneous communication with any point in the globe.  

I recently heard the football commentator John Madden speaking about what makes a good sports town.  He was talking about how fast the Dallas fans will turn on their team when things start going badly.  He seemed to be of the opinion that this was not necessarily a bad thing.  Because this is a city that will not tolerate a losing team without many vitriolic public outcries there has been enormous pressure on this team to produce, and over many years they have had stellar success.  And at least part of that success needs to be credited to a fan base that will not be satisfied by anything less than excellence.  

Can I confess to you that lately I have had a certain nagging feeling down deep in my spirit?  I have come to think of it as a divine dissatisfaction.   I have had some difficulty putting my finger on it, but lately it seems to have come clear to me.  I have a nagging feeling that God is a whole lot more than what I have experienced thus far,  and that He wants to do a whole lot more among us than we can possibly imagine.   He has been so good and wonderful that we are in danger of getting a little satisfied, and we need to be blessed with some divine dissatisfaction.

We are not unlike Peter in Matthew the 17th chapter as he stood and watched Christ ascend.

Matthew 17: 4  Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias.

Man, this is great….lets stay right here.  No, No, No, Peter.  There is so much more here.  There is a world to be won, a kingdom to be built.  There is infinitely more to all of this than this experience you are enjoying right now.  

I have a sense lately that just over the horizon are some magnificent things for me as a Christian and for the body of Christ, and I want us to get moving toward them.

The tip of the Northern Hemisphere is covered by an enormous icecap.   2.5 million cubic meters of ice in a thickness of over 3400 meters covers that part of the world.  In some places that mass of ice moves outward in a literal river of ice.  Glaciers.  The cut across land and in certain places masses of this thick slab of ice push out into the ocean.  Off of Greenland the ice moves out into the ocean at the speed of about 30 meters a day.  And it breaks off in massive chunks.  Literally tons of ice.  Icebergs.  These icebergs drift south through the North Atlantic.   In recent weeks one of the most massive ever since they have been monitoring them broke off.  It is roughly the size of the State of Delaware.  It is huge.  The problem is that 9/10ths of it is under water.  On the surface it is not that impressive.  

I think that is not unlike our perception of God.  We tend to think of God in the terms that we have seen and experienced.  Can I tell you He is a whole lot bigger than your experience.

Job 26: 7  He stretcheth out the north over the empty place, and hangeth the earth upon nothing. 8  He bindeth up the waters in his thick clouds; and the cloud is not rent under them. 9  He holdeth back the face of his throne, and spreadeth his cloud upon it. 10  He hath compassed the waters with bounds, until the day and night come to an end. 11  The pillars of heaven tremble and are astonished at his reproof. 12  He divideth the sea with his power, and by his understanding he smiteth through the proud. 13  By his spirit he hath garnished the heavens; his hand hath formed the crooked serpent. 14  Lo, these are parts of his ways: but how little a portion is heard of him? but the thunder of his power who can understand?

I know I am on well-worn ground here but please understand I am struggling with a divine dissatisfaction.  I just believe there is a hidden part to God (Moses in the cleft/Greatest personal revelation of God to any one man) that I have never plunged into and I hunger.  I thirst for it.  

There is an element of people who do not want to be disturbed.  There always have been and always will be.  They did not want to hear Noah, or Moses, or Isaiah, or John the Baptist, or Jesus, or anyone else who pushed people away from their complacency and urged them to greater things in God.  I have let that element frustrate me in my personal ministry.  I think I am going to adopt some ice fishing tactics on them.  Drill through the cold stiff shell so I can reach the hungry ones on the other side. It is easy to look at the frozen lake and believe that there is no spark of life there.  But no more.  

If you are in that element please understand you frustrate the purpose of God.  

You must understand the purpose of Christ in the earth.

Isaiah 9:6-7 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 7  Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end,
The greatest mistake the disciples made concerning Christ was that they believed He had come to establish an earthly kingdom.

They asked Him this repeatedly.

Acts 7:6  When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?

They never understood Christ had come to establish a spiritual kingdom in the hearts of men and women.

Paul alluded to it…

Hebrews 10: 16  This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them;

It was this erroneous idea that Christ had come to establish an earthly kingdom that caused Rome to agree to kill him.  Jesus answered Pilots charge on this count.

John 18:36  Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.

All of this wrong thinking went back to a misinterpretation of Isaiah’s prophetic words, “of the increase of His government there shall be no end”.    His government is in our heart.  And it is meant to be an expansionist government.  In other words the government of Christ should be ever increasing in us.  Our relationship with Christ starts with yielding one area of our life to Him, but it never stops there.  It is an expansionist government, always growing, always increasing.  

If the government of Christ is not growing in you you are thwarting the purpose of Christ in your life.  

We think we are spiritual because we have spoken in tongues for years.  If your tongue was the first thing that came under his dominion don’t think your spiritual unless other areas of your life have recently come under His government.  

Maybe that is the nagging I feel in my soul.  It is a divine force attacking new areas in me…

· I got your tongue now I want your eyes.

· I got your mind now I want your heart.

· I got your finances now I want your relationships.

· I got your thought life now I want your actions.

On and on and on the expansionist government of Christ grows in us.   Unless there are some new areas in your life coming under the dominion of the Spirit of God you are thwarting His purpose in you.  

Maybe the dissatisfaction in me is nothing more than me picking up on the vibes of the Holy Ghost in me that is restless with the limited area I have Him confined to, maybe it is a frustration with the high walls in certain parts of me that restrict what should be an ever increasing Kingdom.  

Believe it or not you may be satisfied with how much of God you have, but God is not satisfied with how much of you He has.  If we were as hungry for Gods purpose to be fulfilled in us as He is to fulfill it there is no imagining what would happen to us as individuals, and no imaging the impact we would have on the world.  

John 15:5  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: 

I sense that God wants to do so much more, there is so much more available here.   And all we are seeing is a part, just the tip of the iceberg.  

I read a verse early this morning that kind of crystallized all of this restlessness I have been feeling in my heart.

Habbakuk 3:2 O LORD, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid: O LORD, revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make known; (KJV)

Habbakuk 3:2  LORD, I have heard of your fame; I stand in awe of your deeds, O LORD. Renew them in our day, in our time make them known; (NIV) 

Here is the source of my dissatisfaction.

1) I have heard…   

· Prodigal son …in my fathers house is bread…

· I have heard of services where lives were changed….

· I have heard of miracles that defy logic…

· I have heard of moves of God so powerful that they changed the direction of a church….

· I have heard of meeting where people were carried home as though intoxicated so powerful was the anointing upon them…

2) Thy work…

· I am hungry to see God do what only God can do…

· I can motivate, excite, challenge, 

· But only God can change, reform, reshape, deliver, heal…

· Revive THY work, we have done all we can and come up woefully short.

· It is not enough to have good church…we need God to do HIS work.

I am dissatisfied because…

· Of what I know..what I have heard….

· I see us doing all we can, but know that it pales in comparison to what God can do in our midst.

· And will remain so until I see God manifested in His glory in my day.

3) I stand in awe of your deeds, O LORD. Renew them in our day,    

     in our time make them known; (NIV) 

· I want to be part of an unparalleled move of God.

· I want my kids to be part of an unparalleled move of God.

· Pentecost needs Pentecost.

· I want the young people of this church to know that this is more than three songs, a choir, an offering, and a nice speech.  But there is life changing, liberating, miracle power in the Gospel of Christ. 

· I want this church to see a move of God so real that it is impossible to just sit through it.

