Never Forget You’re A Pilgrim

I Peter 2:11  Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims…

Genesis 47: 7  And Joseph brought in Jacob his father, and set him before Pharaoh: and Jacob blessed Pharaoh.  8  And Pharaoh said unto Jacob, How old art thou?  9  And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, The days of the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty years: few and evil have the days of the years of my life been, and have not attained unto the days of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage.

The apostle addressed these Holy Ghost filled people as “pilgrims”.  This is an oft-repeated theme in the scripture.  This idea and concept, that although the People of God are residing in this world they really are not a part of it.  

John 8 :23 I am not of this world.

Although His body was born like any other Christ understood that the eternal part of Himself did not belong here.    He took it a step further.

John 18:36 Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world:

It is apart from and distinctly different from this world.  The inhabitants of the heavenly kingdom are not part of this world either.   Paul wrote to the church of Colosse that they should give thanks unto the Father;

Colossians 1:12 …which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: 13  Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son:
When God did that for us we ceased to be part of this world and all that it is, and become citizens of a different kingdom.  As the philosopher alluded to, we ceased to be human beings seeking after a spiritual experience, and became what we were meant to be, that is spirit beings living a human experience.  While we still walk this globe we are a separate kingdom.  

John 15:19 ..ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world,

John 17:14 …they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world.

We have a very tenacious hold on this life.  We cling to it with every shred of strength that we have.  Our days are filled with trying to improve it, and make it better.  We are, to a large degree, obsessed with making this life more comfortable.  The striving toward success during a relatively short time on this planet robs too many of any real peace and fulfillment.  Striving to perfect this life, never realizing that this word was never intended to be their ultimate fulfillment.  Never realizing that their legacy will not be written in the crumbling stone of this world, but will be lived out among the endless days of the next life.  Most never realize that this life is but a short precursor to the life that is to come, and this world is but a shadow compared to the world that is to come.  

Yet somehow we forget all of this, and our attention and energies are all focused here.  Christ felt compelled to warn us of this.  

Matthew 6: 19  Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 20  But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal:

I guess what I am telling you is this, never forget you’re a pilgrim.  Never forget that you are just passing through this life.  What is on the other side of the door is what really counts.  Plan for that time.  Do not be so preoccupied with the events and the affairs of this world.  If you ever learn this you free yourself from so much worry and stress.  

I am not advocating divorcing ourselves from the very real issues of this life and this world.  We should care about the environment.  We should care about what is happening in the political affairs of our day.  We should se to it that our families are economically taken care of.  We should concern ourselves with our children’s future.  But always understanding that these things are temporal.  What we should not do is attach all of our hopes and expectations to this life.

The Patriarchs 

The patriarchs of Israel seemed to understand this.  They seemed to have an insight beyond this world.  

· Jacob
· Stood before Pharaoh with his son Joseph.  Pharaoh asked Jacob how old he was. It seemed to be a simple question.  How old are you?  But in Jacobs answer is a powerful insight into a powerful way to live your life.  

· Jacobs answer was; “The days of the years of my pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty years”
· What Jacob was saying was that he considered his whole life, from the day he left his mother’s womb and drew his first breath until the moment that he stood before Pharaoh, one long journey.  One pilgrimage.  In one hundred and thirty years He never forgot, I am just a pilgrim.

· For one hundred and thirty years I have walked.  (Few and evil have been my days) I have had my share of trouble.   I have had my share of heartaches.  But what has kept me going is that I understand, this life is not all there is, this life is not all there is. 

· Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, & Sarah
· Hebrews chapter 11:13 They all confessed that they were just pilgrims.  It is giving up rights down here based on what I will lay hold of in the next life.  It is releasing the need to worry and fret over this life.

· Although in this life they never received their promise they laid hold of it, and clung to it.  The Bible says they got a glimpse of that far off country.  Once they did they never looked back.

· Verse 15 says that if they had been mindful of that country that they had come from they might have turned back.  Some people can never embrace a new life because they can never turn loose of the old.  The forget that they are now pilgrims.  

N.T. Pilgrims

· Paul
· Stated in Corinthians that that being present in the body merely meant that one was absent from God.

· The highest definition of life was that he was not in the immediate presence of God.

Responsibilities Of Residents

There is a liberty in being a pilgrim in this life.  It is not so much giving up things as it is a liberty from the worries of people who have all of their joy in this life.

I Corinthians 15:19 If in this life only we have 

hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.

Most worries or concerns fall into five categories.

1. Physical (health)

2. Relationships

3. Material needs (Finances/properties/housing/clothes)

4. Quality of Life Issues (Worries about things that will affect this.)

5. Spiritual

The first four do not affect the spiritual pilgrim in this life.

1. But what if I get sick or die?  To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord!  What if I am crippled.  Fear not him that can destroy the body, but rather him that can place your soul and body in hell. What if I am not beautiful.  God looks at your heart.
2. What if my relationships fall apart?  There is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother.  I will never leave you or forsake you.  Lo’ I am with you always, even to the end of the earth.  

3. What if I lose everything? Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and the body than raiment?  Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?  Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature?  And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do they spin:  And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.  Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you,
You see all of this stuff that people worry about, and fret about, and develop ulcers over, and have mental breakdowns over, and have mid-life crisis’ over, is to a huge degree part and parcel of this life.  

Never Forget

· Israel
· Genesis 47.  When Josephs brothers came to Egypt, seeking to escape the famine, they made this statement.  “We have come to sojourn” To stay for awhile, to reside temporarily, a brief stay.  

· At some point they forgot that where they were not home.  They forgot that they were pilgrims.  They forgot that they were travelers. 

· Goshen became very comfortable.  And it was easier to try and build a life there than to keep traveling.  

· They forgot they were pilgrims, took up residence.  Then, in the process of time they became slaves.  Forgetting that they were supposed to be travelers, they became enslaved.

So many people develop the wrong perspective on life.  Becoming somehow  convinced that this life is all, they become enslaved to material things, emotions, hurts, and passions, that are all part and parcel of this life.  Lay aside.

