Essential

(INTRODUCTION)
There is so much in life that we can live without.  There is so much that is superfluous to what is really required for a quality life.  I was recently reading a book on organization.  The author claimed that 60-70% of what we own is never used, or used so infrequently as to render owning it impractical.  

· The average person never wears 60-70% of the clothes in their closet.

· The average kids will only play with 30-40% of their toys.  The figures for my kids are much lower.  (Naked one-armed Barbie) 

· We use a fraction of what we posses, all else could be hauled off and we would never realize it.

So much that is non-essential, yet, the bulk of our time is spent pursuing non-essentials.  Christ saw this tendency in humanity and taught about it.

Luke 12

16  And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully:

17  And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits?

18  And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods.

19  And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.

20  But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?

21  So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.

22  And he said unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat; neither for the body, what ye shall put on.

23 The life is more than meat, and the body is more than raiment.

The point of the parable is that we must determine what is essential and what is not essential.  There is no wrong in having that that is non-essential, as long as it does not come at the expense of that which is.

Ordinarily we do not think about essentials until they are taken from us.

· All of us breathe, 24 hours a day, seven days a week.   Non-stop.  None of us have to remind ourselves to breathe.  It is an essential requirement for life, and we do it naturally and effortlessly.  We never think about it until we cannot do it, then it is all we can think about.  

· Water.  Furniture, mementos, and family heirlooms that were throne out in an attempt to conserve energy and make room for water marked the trails that were traveled during the exploration and settlement of the Western United States.  What had seemed exceedingly important had developed a diminished value in light of that which was essential.

· Food is an essential to life. Never spend much time reflecting on the fact that I must eat to live, until the possibility arises that I might not be eating for awhile, then food is all you can think about.

· Sleep.  Some of you will feel its demand before this sermon is through.

· Y2K: Scares us because of the possibility that we may lose essential services.

Essentials of life, and we do not think of them until they are no longer available to us, then they are all we can think about.

The prodigal contemplated filling his belly with the food of the pigs because he was so far from his fathers house.

There was a man in the Bible, who had so much in life.  The strong evidence of scripture is that his house was large and fine, and his table full of many good things, but when he died, tragically, he went to hell.

Luke 16:24   And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.

He was reminded that in his life he had many wonderful things.  But at that moment he really didn’t care because he was deprived of an essential element of life.

Essentials Are Determined By Need 
· Oxygen

· Water

· Food

· Sleep

There is another essential, perhaps the overriding essential of life that I want to talk to you about.  Every society that has ever existed, out of its own innate need, without ever being told to, developed a system of worship to some type of deity.  Now, they may not have stumbled onto truth.  They may have worshipped the sun, or a carved image, or an animal.  But there was in the soul of that people a need to have a God to worship. And that need drove them to create Gods.  As a matter of fact, such was the depth of the need that with few exceptions they developed pantheons of Gods.  They would create one God, and he would not fill the void, so they would create another.  Because you see, it is in the heart of man, just as surely as we must breathe, eat, drink, & sleep, man desires to worship God.  

The historical records supports what I am saying, and it supports the conclusion of Scripture.

Psalm 53:1 The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.
Every sentient, conscious human being understands in their heart of hearts that they must worship God.

Add to your short list of essential elements of life this; The Presence Of God. His presence is as necessary and vital as sun and rain.  

Even in our materialistic, anti-God culture we were quick to understand that there is a spiritual side to man we dare not ignore.  The 80’s, so-called decade of greed, the me decade, when everyone’s focus seemed to be on self and material acquisition saw a spiritual revival of sorts.  We learned very quickly that things cannot satiate this thirst for spirituality.  The revival that was born in the 80’s was not a revival of truth, but a revival of spirituality.  It was called the New Age Movement.  While at its core it was demonic and evil, and it’s doctrines were devilish, what initially drew a lot of people was not a love and desire for evil, but a hunger in their soul to make contact with God.  In the absence of a powerful, anointed, Book of Acts church, the New Age movement garnered millions of followers.  

Please understand, it is a core essential of life, we must have the presence of God!!!

Psalm 42

1  To the chief Musician, Maschil, for the sons of Korah. As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God.

2  My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear before God?

3  My tears have been my meat day and night, while they continually say unto me, Where is thy God?

It seems David is referring to the deer, running from the hounds, gasping, sides heaving, body slick with sweat, knowing that his only salvation was to make it to the water where he would be refreshed and strengthened.  There is something growing in my heart of late.  It is a burgeoning knowledge slowly being birthed that I must be in His presence.  It is my hope, my strength, my salvation.  

Something was crying out from the soul of the Psalmist, and would to God we could become that desperate for the living presence of God.  I wish somehow we could be made to understand that His presence is not a luxury, it is not a delicacy, it is the essential need of my soul.   My purpose in this sermon is to see to it that you do not treat God’s presence like all of the other essentials in our life, and never think about Him until He is no longer among us.  But right now the knowledge of His nearness should overwhelm us.  

I believe the reason the priests could not stand to minister when David  dedicated the temple is they suddenly realized they were in the immediate presence of God, with that realization came the knowledge that there is nothing I can add to this, anything I might have to say is superfluous, all I can do is fall on my face and cry Holy!!!  And I am hungry, I am desperate, for that level of understanding and experience.  

He is the one great Essential!!!

Too Familiar

We can be so accustomed to His presence.  The saddest verse in scripture for me is in the book of Judges.  When Delilah betrayed Samson.

Judges 16:20  And she said, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other times before, and shake myself. And he wist not that the LORD was departed from him.

He was not even aware that God had departed.  

He said, “I will go out as at other times, and shake myself”.  Show me in scripture where he ever shook himself before.  It never happened.  It was always, “The Spirit of the Lord came upon Samson and he…”. 
· Destroyed the enemies of God.

· Slew thousands with a donkeys jawbone

· Carried off the gates of the city

Every accomplishment he ever had was as a result of the Spirit of God coming upon him.   But now He thinks he can shake himself?  I don’t think so.  

And we cannot shake ourselves.  There is nothing we can ever do to compensate for the lack of the presence of God.  No amount of planning, no amount of talent, no amount programs, no amount of ideas, nothing takes the place of His presence.  

He is the one great Essential!!!

I have seen revival in all kinds of churches.  I have seen churches with tin roofs and dirt floors.  Churches so hot in the summer your clothes looked like someone had thrown a bucket of water on you.   And in that squalid atmosphere I have witnessed the mighty anointing of God heal, deliver, and save in a miraculous way.  I have been in multi-million dollar church plants and felt that same sweeping, overwhelming, presence of God that made me cry and laugh, and seen lives transformed there.  I have fallen flat on my face in reverence to the presence of God on designer carpet that cost more per square foot than the carpet in my house cost per square yard, and I have pressed my face onto bare concrete that had dust and mud on its surface.  The common denominator in every revival church is not their approach, their music, their preaching, it is none of the superfluous things we can live without.  The common denominator was their relentless pursuit of the presence of God.  

 He is the one great Essential!!!

We cannot shake ourselves, we must have His presence.  

· Sis. Jannell leads with eyes closed. 

Running To the Rain

We understand our need of His presence.  It is built into us.  As evidenced by primitive tribes, with their crude attempt to find deity.  We hunger for it. Given a taste we will pursue it.  Prayer ceases to be a burden and becomes a passion after a few encounters with God.   We get a taste and we will pursue because nothing else can compare.  

Rain in scripture is associated with God’s Spirit & Presence.  God Himself referred to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit as rains.   In Amos, in an attempt to get the people to turn again to Him God withheld the rains.  

Amos 4

7  And also I have withholden the rain from you, when there were yet three months to the harvest: and I caused it to rain upon one city, and caused it not to rain upon another city: one piece was rained upon, and the piece whereupon it rained not withered.

8  So two or three cities wandered unto one city, to drink water; but they were not satisfied: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD.

There are some outpourings happening in certain spots today, and a lot of people are running to the rain.  They are following one ministry, then another.  And that is fine, I understand the desire to be where the rain is falling.  There are trekking by the thousands to Florida, and to Toronto to feel for a brief time the refreshing rain of His Spirit.  If that is what you want to do fine.  Run to the rain.  The only problem is that while one place is thriving another is withering.  God said the answer is not for you to run to the rain, but to turn again unto me.  There is a lot of running to the rain. Go if you must but I want to turn my heart and face toward God, I want to pursue Him.  And I when I find Him I want to implore to Him that the rain fall here.  In my city.   I will not run to the rain, I will beseech God that He send the rain here, and that this city will be saturated.  

You can criticize what is happening in certain spots of you want to, but there is a reason that people are packing in there.  (Ref. Pensacola.) I want it here.   God let the rain fall in this place.  We turn our heart to you God.  

Trading Eternal For the Temporary

It seems that in too many cases those that are not running to the rain, (Those people at least have the right motivation.) are busy trading the eternal for the temporary.

· Ezekiel 8,9,10 God withdraws from His house.

· Vacillates it seems, not sure whether to go or stay, or perhaps wanting to see if anyone notices He is leaving.  

· Ultimately leaves, as the people gather to weep for Tammuz.  

There is nothing temporary worth losing the Eternal one for.  

He is the one great Essential!!!

David never prayed for God to revoke His judgement of David’s sin.  There is no recorded prayer where David besought the Lord to spare his son.  

Psalm 51:11  Cast me not away from thy 

presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me.

David knew he could live with the punishment, he could live without the child.  But not without the presence of God.  Do not trade your pride for His presence.  If you have sinned, and that sin has created a breach, get to this altar and ask Him to forgive you.

He is the one great Essential!!!

Heaven and Hell
· Each is determined y the presence or lack thereof of God.

· Rich Man-Great Gulf

The Essential At Home

I have preached so much about the prodigal son.   It is a text that is so rich and pregnant with meaning.  Recently I read the chapter as a whole.  There are two reoccurring themes or principles in the chapter.  One is the recovery of lost things.  

· A coin

· A sheep

· A son

The other theme is celebration.  Party, for the recovery of the coin, the sheep, and the son.  The whole point of the chapter is that when a lost person is saved Heaven rejoices.  Most of the preaching is about the recovery not about the party.

Lets talk a little about the party.  The boy comes home, dad is glad, throws a huge party.  They are laughing, singing, eating, and dancing.  And apparently got quite loud.  The older brother who had been at home the whole time was coming in from the field.

Luke 16 25  Now his elder son was in the field: and as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard music and dancing.

26 And he called one of the servants, and asked what these things meant.

Apparently it had been so long since there had been a party he did not even know what is was supposed to sound like.  He didn’t even know what it meant.  Thank God we our children are not going to grow up strangers from the anointed presence of God.   They need to understand Holy laughter, and speaking in tongues, and the gifts of the Spirit.

Older brother got kinda bent out of shape, and grumbled a little bit over the party.

31 And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine.

· You can have this anytime you want it.

· Don’t grumble that my Spirit is being poured out in other places, the same party is yours for the asking any time you want it.  

Conclusion

We need not run to the rain, we need to turn our hearts to God.  He is the essential element of our lives.

Luke 10:42 42  But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.

I can, with a fair degree of certainty tell you that whatever you were going to bring to this altar, only one thing is really needful, that is to sit in Gods presence.

