Demands Of Destiny

The church was born in a blaze of glory.  Tongues of fire fell from heaven and sparked a revival that shook a nation.  The earliest impact of the Gospel, and the earliest influence of the Holy Spirit indwelling people was life-changing & mind-boggling.  

It’s founding fathers, the early apostles were fire-breathing, fearless, flaming evangels whose anointing was so apparent that demoniacs screamed in their presence, and miracles were the par for the course.  They stood before kings, and their legacy is that by their declaration of the Gospel they “turned the world upside down”.  (Acts 17:6)

So powerful was the tide unleashed at Jerusalem that it swept to the thrones of Kings, across borders, cultures, and peoples.  

The might of Rome could not destroy it, though it tried in every barbaric way known to man.  Yet this Gospel was so vibrant and powerful, that with every attack it grew stronger. 

· Every Christian jailed converted more of his fellow inmates.

· Every Christian thrown to the lions and ripped to shreds in front of the howling mob seemed to inspire 5 more to declare their faith in Jesus Christ.

· Flames seemingly held no terror for them, because the power of what had happened in their lives was so real.

· There was no place of safety, the world was turned against them.  They were blamed for the collapse of the greatest empire the world had ever known.  One thousand years of peace came to a shattering halt as hordes of barbarians dismantled the Roman Empire, and the accusing finger of blame was pointed at these Christians.  Yet there is no record of the growth of the church faltering at this point.  Quite to the contrary, it thrived.  

Please understand, this Gospel, in its genesis, came to people;

· Who were outcasts, and after accepting Christ remained outcasts. 
· Who were poverty stricken, and after accepting Christ remained poverty stricken.
· Who were slaves, and after accepting Christ remained slaves.  
Accepting the gospel preached by the early apostles was no guarantee that their earthly life would be one whit better. Quite to the contrary in many places it meant a death sentence.  Yet the church continued to grow.  

· There are records of wealthy noblemen, and noble women leaving marble mansions and living in the catacombs, to be part of this church.   

· For most, accepting the Gospel meant being ostracized from family and community.   

· For many early Christians the command of Christ to take up their cross was quite literal.

· In no place did being a Christian mean anything good for you as far as this life and this world were concerned.  

And yet the church continued to grow, to thrive.  An unstoppable juggernaut of spiritual awakening and power sweeping nations and continents.  

What Happened?   (What I am about to say is negative in nature, but please hear me out because my message to you  is anything but.) 

This picture of the early church does not resemble the world-wide Spirit-filled church of the 21st century.  Yes there are hot spots of revival.  Yes there is forward momentum, more now than we have seen in a long time, but not what it was at it’s origin.  

I am not going to enumerate the problems the church is dealing with.  You can see for yourself that we have moved from being a revolutionary cause that demanded sacrifice and a cross from it's followers to a consumer oriented needs-based ministry.  

We have been derailed from that initial explosive beginning.   The church to a degree finds itself divided, lethargic, impotent, sterile, confused, and frustrated.   With the exception a few congregations that are really ablaze I think these are feelings felt in many congregations.  I think these are feelings felt by many church leaders.  

By and large our product does not match our advertising copy.

This is not the destiny of the church.  

· What began with a blaze in Jerusalem will not fizzle in the 22nd Century.

· What roared to life in an upper room is not destined to die with a whimper in church houses around the world.  

· The power that shook the worlds mightiest kingdoms will never wane into impotent nothingness.

· The Gospel that attracted kings will not become a non-factor ignored by all.

The final destiny of the church is that she will be glorious, powerful, pure, spotless…

John the Revelator saw it…

Revelation 5:11 the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands;

Then apparently he decided that even that was not an adequate description. He came back and said, no actually it was more like…

Revelation 7:9 lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands;

The apostle Paul saw a vision of the next world, and he said that he saw things not lawful to utter. John gives us a thorough description of the new heaven and the new earth.  He also describes in great detail the Christ. His vision is amazing in its attention to detail.  I conclude therefore, that what Paul saw that he could not reveal had nothing to do with Christ or that place for which we are bound.  I believe what Paul saw was the final destiny of the church.  God said Paul you better just keep that between us, I don’t think they are ready for it yet. 

That, my friend, is the final destiny of the church.  A glory and power of God manifested through His children that will make the book of Acts pale in comparison.  Not some weak, divided, lost, forlorn, has been, washed up, ideology.  No, No, No, we are destined for greater things! 

The Realization Of Destiny (How To Get From Here To There)
If we are to be part of that people that fulfill that destiny that God has planned for the church, (Every one will not be.  i.e. “Not everyone that says Lord, Lord”)  it will be because we realize and embrace that destiny.  It is akin to a baby in a womb, and we must carry it to term.  Getting from what we are to what we are destined to be involves understanding two things.

 The Purchasing Power Of Calvary.

I believe it hit me all over again, this realization of the destiny of the church just days ago.  As my Pastor was preaching on the crucifixion of Christ, A sermon entitled Christ Died For Us.  The magnitude of that act hit me as forcefully as it ever has.  I realized in an instant that Christ purchased a whole lot more that what we are enjoying.   I went back and read through the Book of Acts. That is what He purchased.  It is as though I were given access to an unending supply of money, and yet the lifestyle that I continued to live was on a poverty level.  People would think I was crazy.  And rightly so. 

· He purchased our healing.

· He purchased our liberty.

· He purchased our peace.

· He purchased our righteousness.

· He purchased deliverance for the bound.

· He purchased sight for the blind.

· He purchased hope for the hopeless.

· He purchased redemption for the worthless.

· He purchased new life for those who are dead in sin.

· He purchased purity for perverse and profane.  

· He purchased the world.

After He secured these things he turned and gave that ministry, that right, to us.  (II Corinthians 5) It is as though He gave us some celestial credit card and said go get’em tiger! When we understand the purchasing power of His sacrifice I do not believe we will be content to be anything less than what His purchase enables us to be.  

Destiny Has It’s Demands 

I do not believe we will just stumble into what God has designed for us.  The people that fulfill the destiny of church will be people who have become consumed with that purpose to the exclusion of all other things.  Yes, I mean that as strong as I stated it.  My friends, if this is not worth everything then what is!

Luke 14:26/27  26  If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.  27  And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple.
This destiny will come at a cost to us as well.  But my friends, if anything is worth it, this is.

Matthew 19:28/29 Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

29  And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life.
This destiny will come to us when we meet the demands it places on us. 

I speak of the destiny of the church, but I also speak of the destiny designed for you as well.  I believe that the individuals who share in the final destiny of the church will be people who realize their own destiny in God as an individual. 

· There was a time when churches functioned entirely by the leadership of the church.  

· All ministry flowed from the leadership of the church, usually one man.  That as much as anything has stymied the growth of the church.  

· I really believe that every individual was born with a purpose in life.  The Bible will teach you that every person has unique gifts that God has placed in him or her.  He expects you to develop them and bring them to fruition.  

· One of the key factors to this church becoming a vital spiritual force in this metroplex is that each one of us realize that there are gifts that are uniquely ours, there are vital roles in the kingdom for each of us to fulfill.

· As each of us give birth to our own specific destiny there will come a multiplicity of ministries to this church, the cumulative affect of all of us finding our place and our function will propel this church higher and further than you can imagine.  

Destiny that is solely yours has been given you in embryonic form, and it is up to you to carry and give birth to it.  Destiny for the church has already been scripted, and awaits a people to press their way into it.  But that destiny will make demands on you.  If you give birth to your unique destiny, if we are part of that group that fulfills the destiny of the church it will be because we have accepted, acquiesced, and fulfilled the demands of destiny.  

The Demands of Destiny

Destiny Demands Desire

The cause of the kingdom must become the overriding passion of our lives if destiny is to be fulfilled.  I was privileged to be raised in the midst of powerful outpourings of Gods spirit.  Argentina is known in spirit-filled circle as a place that has seen incredible revival.  Around the globe we see hot-beds of Apostolic power manifested.  Yet the church in America too often seems lethargic and at ease.  Satisfied by their accomplishments, not challenged enough, too many seem happy to have incremental growth without every experiencing the Book of Acts explosion. I am troubled that too many seem satisfied, with no real passion towards the kingdom. David declared that his zeal for God’s house had consumed him.  We need that heart today.  

The prevailing wisdom seems to be that we have too much, and before we can ever experience that kind of outpouring God will have to strip us of all that we are blessed with, and cause us to once again have to rely solely on Him.  I do not believe that.  In meditation some months ago God revealed to me what His desire would be toward us.  I wrote it down and it has burned in me every since.   

“Having seen so many dreams fulfilled we have become complacent, and God could take it all away and make us start all over.  But what God really desires from His people is that we look at how far we have come and realize He has elevated us to a place from which we can go higher than any that has every come before us.  We do not need to be brought down as much as we need to dream bigger dreams.”

Matthew 11:12 And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force.

I tell you destiny was placed inside of you, and all that you need to see it begin to grow is more desire.  

What finally triggered the little lady in Luke 8 to go to Jesus?  

· For 12 years she has had this condition in her body.

· When the fame of the ministry of Christ swept the country she had already been sick for some time.  

· It was not until she was at rock bottom that she turned to Christ. 

· Was it desperation that finally propelled her through a crowd and made her reach out a debilitated hand and take hold of his garment? Perhaps. 

· Let me offer you another possibility.

· Christ was on His way to perform another miracle when this woman stopped Him.  

· They had come to Him and told Him of a 12 year old girl needing His touch. 

· Could it be that this woman, who had carried this condition in her body for 12 years thought, you know, I should have a 12 year old child by now. 

· Instead I have 12 years of sickness, 12 years of frustration, 12 years of pain, 12 years of disappointment.   

· The condition in her body can be nothing more than the delicate matter of her menstrual cycle.  For 12 years unable to carry a child.  

· May I suggest to you that there are those sitting under the sound of my voice who know a certain frustration in life.  You look at others and think, I should have a marriage like that, I should have a career like that, I should have a walk with God like that, I should have a ministry like that.  But instead you can point to too many years of sterility.  Unable to carry destiny to term and give birth to it.  

· Some abandon any hope of a child of their own.  My destiny will never come to pass I will just hitch on to someone else’s.   Churches do it all the time.  Run around the country to see what is happening in other ministries.  Jumping on other band-wagons. Adopting someone else’s destiny child.

· Your life will never be as productive as it should be if all you have is an adopted destiny.  You need to give birth to something that is your own.  That is when your life develops meaning and power.

· The problem for this little lady is that she could not carry the child.  She needed to be healed first.  The church is filled with wounded people who look with longing eyes at the destiny others have given birth to.  The cry of their spirit is I should have…I wish that was me…. I wish that was mine.  Christ will heal you.  Christ will heal you.  Christ will heal you. Christ will heal you.  

· But you  have to desire it enough to pursue Him, and lay hold on Him.   It needs to become the overriding passion of your life. 

Desire Demands Development.

You must understand that destiny is not an instantaneous thing.   It is birthed slowly and arduously.

Israel At The Jordan (Joshua 3)

· When the feet of the priests touched the water it stopped flowing.  But not where they were.   It stopped 17 miles upstream.  It took awhile for it to subside.   

· Don’t build a camp on the banks of the river the miracle is on the way.  

· You may not see it immediately, but the miracle is coming, destiny is being developed.   

· While I have come to give a few folks a little kick and tell them their passion is a little on the cool side, and destiny is demanding a display of more passion, I have also come to tell a few folks to hang on, the baby is on it’s way, it is going to happen.  It is in the process of development.  

Don’t try and hurry it along.  Grit your teeth, get a better grip, lift your head.  It is headed your way.   That which you have prayed for, that which you have believed for, that which you have desired is in the process.  

Mary

· There was only one stipulation about the mother of the Messiah.  

· She was going to be a virgin.

· Mary, in nine months your going to lay a baby in a manger.  Whether or not it is the Messiah depends on you.  

· The Messiah will be born of a virgin, not just conceived in a virgin. If you stay pure in nine months you will give birth to the Messiah, if you don’t you will give birth to just another child.   Who is going to be in the manger Mary, the Promised one or the product of your own lack of faith?

· Too many people have turned promised destiny into disaster because they could not wait on God.  

· You married the wrong person because you could not wait on God.  You took the wrong job because you could not wait on God.  Who is it going to be Mary?  

· You better fight off newly-wed Joseph.  He does not understand.  It took an angelic visitation to keep him from killing her.  People are talking about you.  People will not understand your choices when you are carrying destiny inside of you.  You cannot always explain it to them.  You simply know this is destiny I am carrying and nothing is worse messing this up.

Destiny Demands Death.

Christ

John 12:24  Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.

· The only value of a seed is it’s ability to die and be reborn as something else. 

· As long as it resists the dyeing all it will ever be is that singular seed.

· If it ever dies it is reborn and everything it once was is multiplied almost to infinity.  

· If ever a man was born with destiny stamped upon Him it was Christ. He came on a mission, He would state in His life that He came for a particular cause.  (John 12/18)

· Pregnant with destiny from the moment of his conception he lived a life driven by purpose.  
· But He also lived with a certain knowledge that if He was to fulfill His destiny there would of necessity be a death.  
· You see all of what He was could not go on to His destiny. Some things had to die.  
· Before you embrace your destiny there will be a death.  
· There will be a death of;
· Pride

· Motives
· Ego
· Relationships
· Habits
· Thought Processes 
· Perhaps some of us have not fulfilled destiny in our lives because we are not willing to let some things die.
· The greatest victory of Samson’s life came moments after He screamed; “Let me die with the Philistines”. 
Sleep

· I am told that you are closest to death when you are in deep sleep.  

· It is a bodily condition akin to death.

· Indeed numerous times in scripture the dead are referred to as those who sleep.   

· Adam was not complete. He was not fulfilled.  God decided that it was not good for him to be alone, so God caused all of the animals to pass before Adam.  Of all the animals there was not a suitable help-mate for Adam.

· God told Adam, I can complete you.  I know what you need to be what I wanted you to be.  I can bring you to fulfillment.  

· But Adam what you need is not to be found outside of you.  It is resident in you.   

· I am going to take from you a rib.  I am going to take part of you and with it fulfill you.   Adam what you need to be a fulfilled man is resident inside of you.

· Can I submit to you that what you need for fulfillment in life lies nowhere else but inside of you.

· Inside of me there is;

· A better husband.

· A better Father

· A better Christian.

· A more disciplined man.

· A more anointed minister.

· A more compassionate person.

· Everything I need for fulfillment is already resident.

· But Adam, before I can pull it out of you I must cause a deep sleep to come upon you.  The word “sleep” in Genesis 2:21 is the same word used elsewhere in scripture to mean death.  

· Adam, I can bring you to fulfillment but it involves a death.

Do  not need to go to external sources for fulfillment.
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