Darkness Never Completely Rules, Night Never Totally Triumphs

Genesis 1:1-5 /16-18 In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.   And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.   And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.   And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness.   And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day. 16 And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the stars also.  And God set them in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth, And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and God saw that it was good.

Since time began for humanity there has been a war, a struggle between two factions.   This fight has been since the beginning and will be unto the end of time, as we now understand it.   It is the longest running war in the history of mankind, and by far the most terrible.  On the one side there is the Creator God, who has proclaimed Himself Holy.  On the other side of the struggle is what can only be labeled as evil.   We do not know the origins of evil any more than we fathom a God that has always been.   But we know of an assurance that it does exist, and it is locked in a struggle with our creator.  It has many faces, many manifestations.  I do not believe Satan is the source of all evil, just its biggest distributor.  I believe evil was awaiting a vessel before Lucifer was ever created.  The propensity for the created to violate the law of the Creator was always there before Lucifer ever gave in to his own pride and self-will.  It was his giving in to self and pride that loosed evil upon humanity, and caused us to get caught up in this fight.  The Bible gives us a term and a metaphor by which we can understand this malignant force that opposes God.  The Bible simply refers to it as The Darkness.  The war is between the Kingdom of Light and The Kingdom Of Darkness.  

This war is both internal to every human and external.   It is waged around us and in us.  I battle the darkness in the world, and I battle the darkness that is in Kevin Burgess.  

This Bible is replete with this terminology of darkness and light.  

The Kingdom Of Darkness

Over and over again scripture lets us know that the Kingdom opposing God, and the force that is set on the spiritual, moral, and physical destruction of humanity is a force of darkness

Psalm 74:20 “the dark places of the earth are full of the habitations of cruelty.”

The foolish young man that was trapped and destroyed by the immoral woman in Proverbs was entrapped the Bible tells us in a “dark, black night”.

Throughout scripture you will find that among the more terrible judgements that God brought against people was the curse of darkness.

· One of the plagues brought against Egypt

· In Amos, Micah and several other prophetic books God repeatedly warned a stubborn and rebellious Israel that if there were not repentance He would bring darkness upon the land.  

· In the New Testament the most horrific judgement given to an unfaithful servant was that He was to be “cast into outer darkness.”

· Repeatedly throughout the prophetic books God warned His people that the day they should fear the most would be when He judged the nations, and over and over He warned that it will be a day of darkness.

Proverbs 2:13 warns us that if we ever leave righteousness we walk in darkness.

The wise man would state later in proverbs 4: 19 that “the way of wickedness is darkness”.  This is the nature of the kingdom we battle; evil, violent, & foul. 

Evil and darkness go hand in hand.   Theirs is a symbiotic relationship.  They enable one another.   Jesus said men will love darkness because their deeds are evil.  Evil and the darkness feed one another.

The Kingdom OF Light

There is another kingdom where righteousness, peace, and truth live.  It is the Kingdom Of Light.  

I John 1:5 God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all.

· Aren’t you thankful there is a kingdom of light, an answer to the darkness all around you?   

· Aren’t you thankful there is a beacon of hope in the blackness of our world?  

Matthew echoed the words of Isaiah when he announced the beginnings of Christ’s earthly ministry by saying “The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up.”  

Aren’t you thankful for the light that came to combat the darkness?

If it were not for the Christ we would be doomed and damned to eternal darkness.  We would be hopeless and helpless in the darkness of pain, fear, ignorance, cruelty, and bondage.  Over and over the Bible refers to those in darkness as being in chains and shekels.  Too many of us can remember what that was like, but thank God we can now sing, “I saw the light, I saw the light, no more in darkness no more in night”.    Thank God The Light has come.

As you listen to the verse I am fixing to read I want you to think about the black, black world that is all around us.  The evil that so many people feel trapped by and locked into.  

John 8:12   Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

You Don’t Have To Walk In Darkness
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Do you understand what He is offering?  There is another path besides the terror of the dark.  If you are willing to follow Christ you do not have to live in the terror that evil blackness carries with it.  

The War

Now we understand the factions.  There is the Dark and the Light.

The Darkness wants nothing more than to destroy the Light.

According to I Thessalonians 5:5 we (the believers) are “children of the light”.  I Peter 2:9 lets you know that you were rescued from the darkness and brought into His marvelous light. As such we are caught up in the battle, indeed all of humanity is.

John 3:19-21  And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.  (People are condemned because they have a choice and they choose wrongly)(Don’t tell me you cant help yourself, you don’t have to, Light has come)  For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.  But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.

II Corinthians 6:14 What communion hath light with darkness?

The battle lines are drawn my friend, and it would do you well to be on the side of the Light.  You would do well because of the readily apparent differences in the two kingdoms that we have already discussed.  

The Light Will Ultimately Triumph

My message is for the children of the light who are caught up in this fight.  Every day the darkness works on us.  Every day we walk through a dark world.   Every day we battle not only the external darkness, but the darkness that is in us as well.    My message is for those of us fighting the darkness, and it is simply this. Although the dark is always around us and present with us, it will never be victorious over the light.  

Let me say it like this;

Darkness Never Completely Rules, Night Never Totally Triumphs

It was ordained in the very beginning that although there would be a night.  There would be a light to rule the night, not the other way around.  I have come to tell Gods people who are;

· walking though a dark world, 

· some of us through dark times personally, 

· walking through dark spiritual times, 

· dark emotional times, 

· dark financial times, 

I have come with a word from God. The darkness never completely rules, the night will never totally triumph.
There will never be complete blackness, just varying degrees of light.  You may walk through a night time where there is less light,. But be assured of one thing, the light is ruling the night.  

There will never be an utterly hopeless night.

The darkness will never be in charge.  Not in you, not around you.  

God will do for you what He did for David in Psalm 18:28…where David declared God will “enlighten my darkness”.

I just feel like God would have His people to know that He understands there is a battle going on out there, He understands that it looks black for some of us right now, He wants us to know that the night will not rule.

You are going to make it through your present circumstance the same way Job did.  His friends gathered round and could not figure out how he was holding up, and Job replied, (29:3) “By God’s light I have walked through this darkness!”
The light is infinitely more powerful than the darkness.
In order for darkness to stop light it must extinguish the source of the light.  It has to completely put it out.  For light to triumph over darkness all it has to do is “be”.  The mere presence of light dispels the darkness.  Why do you think the devil hates you?  You don’t have to preach to everyone you see, just the presence of light drives away the evil.  (David & Saul) 

For Darkness to totally triumph it has to put out light at its source.  It tried that once.  The Bible says it was dark from the sixth hour until about the ninth hour.  The very best Darkness could do from the dawn of time only resulted in about 3 hour’s worth of darkness, and before that little battle was over the son was shining brighter than ever.   Everybody whose life is under assault I want you to know the darkness never completely rules, the night will never totally triumph. 

The principle works internally as well. (Demoniac of the Gadarenes)

Micah said (7:8) “When I sit in darkness the Lord shall be light unto me!”

In John 6 the disciples got caught in a storm, and the Bible says that it grew dark and black all around them, but not so dark that they could not see Jesus walking across the waves to their rescue. The darkness never completely rules, the night will never totally triumph.

In John 20 Mary came to the tomb, the Bible again says while it was still dark, yet though it was dark there was enough light that she could see that the stone had been rolled away.  The darkness never completely rules, the night will never totally triumph. 

Light will ultimately triumph
Revelation 21:22-25 And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it.  And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.  And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour into it.  And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there.

Revelation 22:5 And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.

· Relation to the sun.   Walk in the light as He is in the light.   All you have to do to triumph over darkness is be in the light.  

· Light causes growth.  All that a tree can be is contained in that tree awaiting the arrival of the light.  

· Field pines.    The shadows and darkness around you could be the thing that causes you to grow.  

