Can God Count On You?

God Is Faithful
Open with God is faithful riff.

The Bible is one long story of God proving His faithfulness over and over again.  If you believe the Word of God to any degree you have to walk away from the most basic study of scripture declaring this one truth; “GOD IS FAITHFUL, YOU CAN COUNT ON GOD!” There is not one incident of God not delivering what He promised.  There is no record anywhere of God failing when He promised to deliver.  There is no testimony anywhere of God forgetting His promise. GOD IS FAITHFUL, YOU CAN COUNT ON GOD!”
God is faithful 

· To those that don’t deserve it

· To those that don’t care
· To those that don’t even notice His faithfulness.
Even more astounding than His incredible faithfulness is His willingness to have His faithfulness questioned, and to prove it over and over again.  

Imagine telling Bill Gates your going to need to verify funds before you can take his check.

Imagine Juliet looking into the eyes of dying Romeo and asking “Do you really love me?”

Imagine clinging to a vine hanging over a cliff, moments from a long plunge to a horrible death.  Arnold swings an arm over the cliff and says here, grab my hand.  You look up and say,  “I don’t know if your strong enough to pull me up!”

It is even more ludicrous than that to question the faithfulness of God. And yet running throughout the entire Bible, transcending Old Testament and New is the underlying theme of people questioning the faithfulness of God, putting Him to the test, and God willingly proving Himself time and again.  Can you conceive of an all-powerful, never failing God that will allow Himself to be tested?

· After delivering His people from Egyptian bondage (Some people may get more proof than they bargained for…) miraculously placing them in the most prosperous of lands, they turned to idol Gods.  He allowed himself to be tested in I Kings 18 on Mt. Carmel. 

· God destroyed the world by flood.  Then in Genesis 9 He promised He would never destroy the world by flood again.  You would think His word would be enough.  But knowing how we love to question His faithfulness He left us a sign, a reminder of His promise. 

· After Christ was resurrected the Bible says in the first chapter of Acts that He proved He was alive with “many infallible proofs”.  Many?  How many do you need to know a guy has came back from the grave?

People question our credibility and we immediately get defensive.  I hate being asked for my ID when I write a check or use a credit card. (Ballys Blockbuster)  We get all bent out of shape in a hurry if someone questions us but we don’t mind questioning God. We are not unlike Lot. 

Every time we enter God’s house the preacher has to build an airtight legal case concerning the faithfulness of God before we will entrust Him with our puny little problems.  People who have nothing to lose cannot hardly bring themselves to come to God. Bottom line when we have a need we want to come in here and have God’s faithfulness proved to us, then we will come and trust Him.  

Allow me a question, If your need demands proof of the faithfulness of God what is He supposed to do when He needs something from you?   If you have no problem questioning the faithfulness of God is it alright if He comes in a questions yours?

This is what I really want to preach to you today.

I know you can count on God, but can God count on you?
God Has Needs Too
Yes there is a thread running through scripture testifying again and again to the faithfulness of God, but right alongside it is another thread of God coming to man saying I need something done, can I count on you?  Every now and again God has a need that requires a person to step up and declare you can count on me!

Isaiah

6:1  In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple.  Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.

3  And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.  And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke. Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts.   Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar:   And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged.  Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; send me.

· I need someone to declare righteousness to a lost and perverse nation. 

· I need someone to declare liberty to a captive people.

· I need some one to comfort a hurting land.

Who can I send? Who can I count on?  Who will go?

What happens when God has a need?  Can He count on you? We don’t mind putting Him to the test, is it alright if He polls us a bit this morning?

Abraham

Does this offend you?  That the Holy Spirit would question you a bit?  Just think of it as an Abraham and Isaiah situation.  I think before we enter into Gods perfect plan for our life their will be a moment when God asks us to take our most treasured possession and lay it on the altar.  Before He can pour out blessing He needs to know, can I count on you?

It is almost a parallel them through scripture, man questioning God, God turning right around and questioning man.  God was not the only one put to the test on Mt. Carmel.  God also wanted to know the measure of His man Elijah.   I need to know there is one in Israel that will not acquiesce to Baal.

God Needs A…

· Friend Matthew 26 – Cant you watch one hour – You don’t know what I am going through. 

· Intercessor There was a time the only thing standing between Israel and destruction was one man, Moses. Exodus 34

· Witness Job

· Fellowship Walking with Adam in the cool of the day.

· Right Person In The Right Place At The Right Time Esther

His Needs Will Be Met

· There were a few times in scripture it that an animal was more reliable than any person God could find. (I Kings 16 / Elijah) (Balaams Donkey) 

· Wedding supper of Matthew 22.

God will have His needs met the only question is will it come through you or someone else.  He told Esther deliverance can come from some other place, don’t think you’re the only game in town.  We like quoting the verse that say we can do all things through Christ, but can Christ do all things through us? 

Can God Count On You?
I was once again embarrassed for the church of Jesus Christ in America this past week.  A six-year old boy took a gun to school and killed a seven-year old girl.  This is one more sad tale we can add to an increasing wave of violence and terror sweeping through America. This story is troubling on so many levels I am not sure where to start first.  It is horrifying that it happened.  It is horrifying that a child died, that another child is no longer a child but a killer.  It is horrifying that the child that committed the murder sat calmly drawing pictures while the cops tried to sort it all out. It is horrifying that this is not the first time it has happened.  It is terrifying that this was not the biggest news story of this past week.  It should be beyond disturbing, it should keep us awake at night, and it should tear us away from our mind numbing entertainment for a while to contemplate how this has come to pass.  It is nauseating that the majority of America shrugged it off and went on their way because after all, the economy is great! (wedding supper) 

How is it that the worst wave of violence and perversion is sweeping America while we are building bigger churches than we ever have before, filling them faster than we ever have before.  There is an unprecedented acceptance of the spirit-filled movement in our nation.  Religious broadcasting is everywhere.  There have never been more churches, bigger churches, more literature, and more resources.  And never has the church seemed more ineffective and impotent than it does right now.  

Let us settle something right now.  When kids are regularly picking up guns and killing each other it is not a black problem, it is not a white problem, it is not a conservative problem, it is not a liberal problem, it is not a law problem, it is not a rich problem, it is not a poor problem.  It is a devil problem.  It is a spiritual problem.  It is a triumph of darkness over the light.  It is the enemy taking ground that should have been claimed by the church of Jesus Christ.  Every heart not conquered and surrendered to the light will become an outpost of the darkness.  How brazen has the enemy become the just months ago he walked into a church in this metro-plex and started killing kids?  I say I am embarrassed for the church because with every new report of the triumph of darkness I am reminded of the words of Christ when He spoke to the church. 

Matthew 5:13 Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.

· You are the preservative

· You are the last line of righteousness

When the salt is no longer getting the job it is good for nothing and will be ground under the heels of men.  

Can God count on us?
He who hinders the spirit of anti-christ…
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