Because Christ Has Come…
A few days ago I stumbled into Starbucks, as is my custom.  I was appalled when I arrived to find my little hide away packed.  The line went all the way through the tables, out the door, and around the building.  I thought to myself, “Who are all of these people that have invaded my private little get away?”  Don’t these people have jobs to go to?  I mean, I make it a point not to come in here before nine in the AM so that I don’t hold up the working people and make them late.  Can’ t they extend me the same courtesy?  Don’t tell me all 50 people in line are in full-time ministry.  In a state of great disgust I made my way to the back of the line.  There was another regular ahead of me in line, and he turned to me and grinned and said, “You know this is all your friends fault!”  I was perplexed.  Your friend Jesus, he said.  He is the reason that all of these holiday shoppers are here.  He is the reason the stores are full, people are out buying gifts, traffic is in a snarl, and kids are bouncing off the walls.  He was teasing but he said it really is His entire fault, if He had not come our coffee shop would be empty right now.  It is all because Christ came to earth. I walked away without my coffee, but with a whole lot of good things churning away in my little cranium.  

My friend was right.  Because Christ came the whole world has been turned upside down.   Everything changed when Christ set foot on this little blue-green planet spinning among the giants of the cosmos.   Right now the fact that He came is embraced by most, and we scurry around making big plans around one singular fact, Christ came! Lights are dripping from houses, music on the radio is different, parties are everywhere.  All because Christ has come.   But can I suggest to you in the strongest terms possible that this Christmas season is really unimportant when you stack it against everything else that happened as a result of Christ coming to earth.  

We are in few week period in which a good percentage of the world pauses to recognize that Christ came to earth.    And a few days after Christmas the whole world will be waiting to see an event that is happening only because Christ came.  The changing of the millenium is a direct result of His coming.  It will be the year 2000 A.D  (Anno Domini) The Year of Our Lord.  All around the globe people mark time by the arrival of the baby to the manger in Bethlehem.   Tell me His coming to earth is not significant.  For the past two years all I have heard about is the millenium. The largest event for humanity in my lifetime will happen because Christ came.  

But even with all the hoopla surrounding Christmas, even with the frenzy concerning the new millenium, I don’t think we understand, I don’t think we have a clue at the magnitude of change that has come into the world, I don’t think we have glimpsed any portion of the possibilities that exist simply because Christ has come. 

Everything Changed With One Event
One event can so change the course of human events that after it nothing is ever the same.  One singular action can write destiny for millions. 

Romans 5:12 By one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men,

The unavoidable ending of every life is the result of one mans action.  Adam stuck out his hand, picked up forbidden fruit, and changed the course of human history. One event can so change the course of human events that after it nothing is ever the same.  One singular action can write destiny for millions.

And can I tell you that the greatest event in the long history of humanity is when a baby was born of a virgin in Bethlehem.  That singular event changed everything.  In one night Satan’s plan for the destruction of mankind was shattered, in one event hopelessness and despair were vanquished. Because Christ came Adams action can be negated.

Romans 5:18 As by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life.

Just as the singular action of Adams sin brought death to humanity, the singular action of the virgin born Christ entering earth, living a sinless life, dying a sacrificial death, and rising on the third day has provided eternal life for whomsoever will.  

Can I pause you in the middle of this mad holiday season to remind you that everything changed because Christ came to earth.  

Because Christ Came There Are No Excuses For Sin
I am by no means the first to see or point this concept out.   It took a friend who does not even profess to know Christ to remind me that because Christ came everything changed.  

Christ pointed it out Himself.

John 15:22  If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloak for their sin.

John 15:22 (NIV) If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin. Now, however, they have no excuse for their sin.
Jesus told us emphatically that His coming eradicated every excuse for sin.  If I had not come there would be no way to convict any one of sin.  But because I have come there is no cloak or cover for sin.  

In so many word Christ declared that because I have come people do not have to live in their sin because I have provided a better way.  Since I have provided deliverance from sin there is no way to excuse sin.  

Hebrews 11:7 By faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house; by the which he condemned the world,

Noah built an ark, he provided a way to be saved, and because there was a way to be saved and people chose not to avail themselves of it they were condemned. 

John 3:19  And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light,

Notice something, it was not darkness that condemned men, it was not light that condemned men, it was not an ark that condemned men, it was their CHOICE to love darkness, to not enter the ark, to turn away from the light, that condemned them.  

There are a lot of people trying to silence the declaration of righteousness because they claim it makes them feel guilty.  Can I submit to you that it is not my light that brings condemnation it is your own love of darkness.  

Because Christ Came You Have A Choice
It all boils down to this, because Christ came into the world you now have a choice.  

· You can choose sin or righteousness.

· You can choose light or darkness.

· You can choose condemnation of salvation.

· You can choose peace or turmoil.

· You can choose misery or you can choose abundant life.

Because Christ has come you have a choice.  You can blow through this Christmas season like it is just another event.  But I really would like to yank you to a halt in the middle of all of this chaos and remind you that when Mary laid that child in a feed trough everything changed.  

· You do not have to live in fear

· You do not have to live in bondage

· You do not have to co-exist with your pain

· You do not have to endure guilt and condemnation

· You do not have to be held captive to your flesh

· You do not have to hang your head because shame is your constant companion

You now have a choice, you can choose light, you can choose Christ.  

You want to give a real gift this holiday season, sit somebody down and tell them what all is possible because Christ has come.  Tell them there is no longer an excuse for the degradation they bring into their own life.  Tell them about light.  Why don’t you get yourself a gift this year.  The gift of understanding what all is possible since Christ has come.  

Because Christ Came Anything Is Possible
John 15:24 If I had not done among them what

no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin.

But He did what no one else had done.

· He opened the blinded eyes.

· He healed the lame.

· He spoke to the waves and they laid down at my feet.

· He cast out demons with a spoken word.

· He forgave sins.

In essence Christ informs us that if He had not been able to do all of these things then there would be no need for people to turn away from sin.  But He proved by what He did that there is a power in the universe greater than an bondage of sin.

· No matter how strong the hold on a heart there is a power that can break it.

· No matter how much damage has been done to a life there is a power that can heal it.

Paul walked to the summit of Mars hill and declared to those people steeped in idolatry, you do not have to worship this pantheon of Gods that are capricious, cruel, and unable to help you.  Why not, why do we not need to worship at this multitude of altars?  Because Christ has come!  And in this season when America worships the idols of materialism and greed I would remind you that you no longer have to determine your value by what you possess, your value has already been determined by the price Christ paid for you when He came to earth.

Peter walked to the gate of the temple, and forever changed the life of a crippled man.  The man asked for help and Peter told him, I don’t have the material things you are looking for, but I have something better.  I can pull you to your feet and you can walk away from here.  How can this be?  Because Christ came into the world, and now anything is possible.  You can kill yourself giving your friends material gifts this year and by January 2 the will be back in their same miserable state.  Why don’t you impart to them the healing power of Jesus Christ that He placed in you when He filled you with His precious Spirit.  

Jesus walked to the pool of Bethsaida and looked at the lame man that had been living in agony, frustration, and disappointment.  The man had been laying there for 6 years when Mary laid the child in the manger.  And he said, you don’t have to lay there any longer.  The man broke out a list of reasons why he should lay there.  Jesus said don’t you understand, your waiting on the troubling of the water, I am the one that troubles the water.  I have come and you don’t have to lay there any longer.  There is no excuse any longer, there is a choice here for you, anything is possible.  

