The 100

 Redemption Church is a 1st century church
connecting to a  twenty-first century world. 
What we desire here is that the church you read about in the Book of Acts in your Bible be alive and relevant and connecting with the modern, technological, fast-paced, globalized world that we live in.  We believe THAT church of the 1st century, the first church, the Book of Acts church is what God wants to impact and connect with the world we inhabit.  
The 1st century church, the very 1st church, can be read about in the book of Acts in the Bible.  That church had some very distinct identifying markers.

· Birthed of the Spirit.  (DID NOT LEAVE JERUSALEM UNTIL…)

· It was multicultural.

· It experienced the supernatural.  (Healing, deliverance, Spirit of God manifested as fire….etc…)

· It was not confined to a building, but the church was lived out in the community, on the streets.

· It was very much a community. 

· It was founded on the teaching of the first apostles of the church.  Doctrine was big.

There are some 1st century churches around today, but they don’t seem to be able to connect to the 21st century world.  

They 21st century world is unlike anything the American church has experienced. 

· People live with the perpetual threat of danger. 

· Families are more scattered than ever. 

· Technology plays an overwhelming role in our lives. 

· There exists a ravenous hunger for the spiritual. 

· There exists an enormous mistrust of religion. 

· America is a mission field in every sense of the word.   We are a non-Christian nation.  Every nation in the world can be found in every suburb. 

There are some churches that connect VERY well with the 21st century, but they do not have the identifying markers of the 1st century, Book of Acts church.  

God has called us to raise up a 1st century church that can connect with  a 21st century world.  
That means that you, the citizens of the 21st world have to be borne into be and made part of a 1st century church.   Then you must take that experience out into the world you live in, and impact that world.  In order to do that there are some things you need to do, and the atmosphere and ministry of Redemption Church is designed to make these things happen. 
Experience – Your faith should impact your life in real and tangible ways.  We want people to experience God’s presence in worship.  We want the wisdom of God that comes through His Word to help us live better in every area of our life.  We want people to experience daily the reality of God in their life. 

Connect – Redemption church is a conduit for people to connect with the Spirit of God in worship.  A place to connect with other people in authentic community.  Finally this ministry is passionate about helping you connect with your God-given destiny. 

Feel – People should feel something in church.  Redemption Church encourages people to worship and pursue God with passion.

Know – It is not enough to just feel.  We want the members of this community of faith to know what they believe, why they believe it, and how to share their beliefs with others.  We want you to know truth; that knowledge will make you free.  We want you to know your purpose; that knowledge will make you significant.  We want you to know Jesus Christ; that knowledge will save you.

Mark 12:28  And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, and perceiving that he had answered them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of all? 29  And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord:

30  And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, (experience) and with all thy soul, (feel) and with all thy mind, (know) and with all thy strength (connect) : this is the first commandment.

These things must happen on a continual basis in order for us to become a 1st century church connected to a 21st century world.     The things we will do, continually in order to make sure they happen in our church is Touch, Teach, and Transform. 
Touch (Worship & Ministry) Expressing our love for God and for our fellow man.

Matthew 22:35 Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked him a question, tempting him, and saying, 36 Master, which is the great commandment in the law? 37  Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. (KJV)

Teach (Evangelism) Sharing the life-changing message of Jesus Christ through a variety of methods and means with our community.

Matthew 28:19  “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit” (KJV)

Transform (Discipleship) Becoming more like Christ and letting our transformed life transform our homes and communities. 

Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. (KJV)

Ephesians 4:12 …the body of Christ be built up 13  until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. (NIV)

Matthew 5:13  "You are the salt of the earth. 14  "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15  Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  16  In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. (NIV)

TOUCH
Matthew 22:37  “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind” (KJV)

You and I have been created by God to have a personal relationship with Him.  God loves us and desires that we love Him.   If you are going to love someone, you have to know that person.  The same is true with God.  How do we know God and have a personal relationship with Him?



“Need to understand some important facts”

         YOU are made in the image and likeness of God, which 
 means:

· You are self-aware.  Ask questions:  “Who am I and why am I here” 

· You are a moral being.  You can choose between right and wrong and know when you are wrong because of your conscience.  (A dog is unable to know right from wrong)

YOU have made bad choices.  You have sinned and that sin has separated you from God.  (Adam and Eve)

· Romans 3:23  “ For all have sinned and all fall short of God’s glorious standard” (KJV)

          YOU cannot bridge the gap that sin has created between you and God. 

          Commonly held beliefs:

· I believe in God – James 2:19 “Do you still think it is enough just to believe that there is one God?  Well, even the demons believe this, and they tremble in terror!”

· I vow I will be a better person.  Joshua 2:10  “ The person who keeps all of the laws except one is as guilty as the person who has broken all of God’s laws.”

· I attend church faithfully. Romans 10:2-3 “ I know what enthusiasm they have for God, but it is misdirected zeal.  For they don’t understand God’s way of making people right with Himself.  Instead, they are clinging to their own way of getting right with God…”

· I have always been a Christian.  John 1:12-13  “But to all who believed Christ and accepted Him, God gave the right to become children of God.  God gave them the right to become…  They must be  reborn! This is not a physical birth resulting from human passion or plan -–this rebirth comes from God.”

GOD has provided the way through His son, Jesus 

Christ. John 14:6  “ I am the way, the truth, and the 

life.  No one can come to the Father except through 

me.”

· God knows you intimately and loves you completely.  When God sees your life, He sees all of it – the good and the bad.

· Jesus came to die as a payment for your sin.  – Isaiah 53:6  “All of us have strayed away like sheep.  We have left God’s paths to follow our own.  Yet the Lord laid on him the guilt and sins of us all.”  

· Jesus paid in full for your sins – John 19:30 “ IT is finished!” (tetelestai)

YOU must receive the gift of forgiveness by putting your 

trust in what Jesus did for you on the cross.

· Trust Christ completely like a bungee jumper trusts the bungee cord tied to his ankle.

· You must receive the gift of forgiveness and a new life in Christ. 

Pray to receive

“God, thank you for creating me.  I know that I have sinned and need your forgiveness.  I believe that Your Son, Jesus Christ, died for all of my sins.  I now receive that forgiveness and invite Jesus Christ to come live in me.  I give control of my life to Him.  I want to be filled with the Holy Ghost and walk in the newness of life.  Thank you for loving me and giving me the opportunity to become a Christian.  In Jesus Name I Pray. Amen.”

Once you have started the journey toward God there are some important steps you need to take.

Baptism
1. Baptism is the first step of obedience as a Christian. 

Baptism is a:

a. Public declaration of your faith in Christ – “going public”

b. Perfect illustration of your death, burial and resurrection in Christ – immersion/baptizo.

c. Personal identification with Christ and His church – the wedding ring of the Christian experience. 

2. Baptism by immersion is required for membership at Redemption Church
3. Baptismal Celebrations take place as needed.  Just tell any member of the church staff.
Infilling
1. After we have repented and been baptized God has promised to

fill us with the Holy Ghost.  I.E.  The eternal spirit of God will 

take up residence in us. 

Acts 2:38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized 

every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 

sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

2. This infilling is a necessary part of being a Christian.

a. Gives us entrance into eternal life. 

John 3:3  Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 4  Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into his mother's womb, and be born? 5  Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.

b. Is as vital as water baptism in being identified with Christ.

Romans 8: 5  For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. 6  For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 7  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 8  So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 9  But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.

3. It is the infilling of the Holy Ghost that empowers us to be 

Christians.

c. Power to witness

Acts 1: 8  But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
b. Power to be free from sin.

II Corinthians 3:17  Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.

Romans 8:10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.

c. Power to be raptured.

Romans 8: 11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.

Communion
1. Celebration and remembrance of what Christ has done for us on Calvary, where He died for our sin.It is served at Redemption Church as often as the Lead Pastor feels necessary.  
Once you have become a Christian you will have the privilege and responsibility to take the good news that Jesus saves to your world.  The Bible teaches that when God takes up residence inside a human heart He empowers that person to tell the world the saving Gospel.  (Good news)
Acts 1: 8  But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 
You have extended yourself to touch God, now your life will take on a new depth and purpose as you reach out to touch your world with the love of Christ.

TEACH
Matthew 28:19  “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them into the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”

How did you first come to the RedemptionChurch?
1. Someone invited you

2. Sign

3. Web site

4.  Transfer from out of state church

4. Drive-by attendee

5. Other

Invest and Invite.
1. Most people come to Redemption Church because somebody invited them.

2. You know people I will never know.

3. Invest in relationships with the purpose of inviting them to church.  This is the growth and evangelism strategy of our church, invest and invite. 

Redemption Church is a contemporary church designed to reach people.
1. A Contemporary church uses methods (music, audio/visual, drama, etc.)  that are relevant to the culture it is trying to reach.   

IMPORTANT: The methods may vary and change, but the 

message is always the same – Jesus Christ.

2. Let’s make a deal.  “ We will work hard to make the services 

     compelling and creative.  You bring them in!”

TRANSFORM
Redemption Church wants to provide the solid Bible preaching, powerful worship experiences, and spiritual support that will enable you to become like Christ.  We want to be an integral part in your transformation into the image of Christ.  We also are passionate about the fact that you have a unique ministry.  The special gifts you bring to the Body of Christ will help the church transform the world everywhere we contact it.

Matthew 28:20 “Teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you.”

Redemption Church provides the tools to grow to Christian maturity – to win the Christian race.

1. Kidstreet, our kids ministry that involves the entire family.

2. Wordsearch, a weekly in depth Bible study
3. T.A.G.  Totally Anointed Generation.  Youth ministry. 

4. The NET:  Small groups ministry.  Currently there is a college and career small group that meets every other week, a men’s Bible study that meets every three weeks, and a women’s group that meets monthly.    

5. Seminars – marriage, divorce recovery, financial, etc.

6. We offer a one on one ten week Bible study that will familiarize you with the Bible, and what are its main messages.

Redemption Church provides a path for newcomers to become grounded and integrated into the life of the church through our Plano 300 classes.

1. The 100 – Get Ready!

2. The 200 – Get Set!

3. The 300 – Go!

CHURCH STRUCTURE
The goal of Redemption Church’s structure is to maximize ministry and minimize maintenance.
Redemption Church is a staff-led church
1. The PASTORS and STAFF are the ADMINISTRATORS – called to lead and vision cast.

2. The MEMBERS are the MINISTERS – the ministry of the church is delegated to the members by the pastors and staff. 

3. The Lead Pastor is responsible for knowing and articulating the vision that God has given us for our church.  The Lead Pastor and staff equip the members to fulfill that vision. 

4. The job of the pastoral staff of Redemption Church is to make sure each individual that comes to us is in a saving relationship with Jesus Christ, knows their purpose, is equipped for their purpose, and has a venue to live out that purpose in the Kingdom of God. 

5. There is a Pastoral Council in place that consists of 4 pastors of established churches.  These pastors confer often with the Lead Pastor about all aspects of Redemption Church.  They offer advice and council.  The only direct involvement this group has is setting the Pastoral compensation package each year.  

6. The Acts 6 Group. 

Acts 6:1 In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Grecian Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, "It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables.

3 Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 4 and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word." 5 This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 6  They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them. 7 So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith.

The Acts 6 Group is a group of 7 (verse 3)  individuals chosen annually whose responsibility it is to make sure the practical ministry of Redemption Church is being taken care of (verse 2). Their qualifications are that they be Spirit filled and wise (verse 3).  Their own life must be on order before they can tend to God’s business.  The Acts 6 Group operates under the authority of the pastoral team (verse 6).  This is a working group, not an administrative board (verse 3).  Being asked to be part of the Acts 6 group is about responsibility and service, not power and authority.  They will meet with the Lead Pastor at least 6 times a year.  In that meeting they will be brought up to date on business aspects of the church, current ministry challenges and opportunities, and be assigned responsibilities that will insure the continued health of the church. 

What kind of church is Redemption Church?
1. Bible-based church

2. Christ-following church

3. Spirit-filled church

The financial picture at Redemption Church.
1. Ministry Leadership Team (paid staff) – hired by the Lead Pastor. 

2. Redemption Church operates on the tithing and free will offerings of the members.

3. Redemption Church will always be heavily involved in supporting mission events abroad, and supporting grass roots ministries locally. 

4. It currently takes more the $5,500 monthly to operate the church.

Tithing and Giving
1. Redemption Church talks about money and the importance of tithing

2. 80/20 

CONCLUSION
Three Choices
1.I want to join The RedemptionChurch

Stay seated after the closing prayer and we will welcome you  

     into Redemption Church.
2. I am not ready to join today
You may want more information, more time to absorb the ministry culture and atmosphere of Redemption Church.  We want you to make an informed decision.  You may be dismissed after the closing prayer. 

3. This is not the church for me.

That’s okay.  We are not for everyone, but we encourage you to find a church where you can be involved. 
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