Passion Part Two

Recap

· God loves passionate people: Jacob & Esau / Hot or Cold / Love with all your heart, mind, soul, & strength.

· Passion is something that glows in you all the time.

· Passion toward God and toward your purpose in life…and these two are joined together. 

A Passionate God Wants A Passionate People
We were created in the image of God. (Genesis 1:26/27)  We were made in His likeness.  That image and likeness has suffered as a result of man’s fall, and as a result of sin.  However, we were meant to be like unto our Father.  You see this all through scripture.

I Peter 1:16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.

Matthew 5:48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as 

your Father which is in heaven is perfect.

I Corinthians 15: 45 So it is written: "The first man Adam became a living being" ; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit.  46 The spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and after that the spiritual. 47 The first man was of the dust of the earth, the second man from heaven. 48 As was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the man from heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. 49 And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness of the man from heaven. –NIV

It is our destiny to become like God.  That will ultimately happen “in a moment and in a twinkling” of an eye, the Bible declares when “this mortal shall put on immortality and this corruptible shall put on incorruption” and we shall be changed.   But in the meantime we are called to begin this process of becoming like unto our Father.  It is called sanctification.  We are to grow into the image and pattern of Christ.  Scripture declares Him to be our example, our pattern.  

Why does God want a passionate people?   

Because He is a passionate God!

· We tend to think of God as aloof, distant, remote, and cold.  But that is simply not true.   His is a heart exploding with passion and feeling.

· Romans 9:13 – Capable of hatred

· 6 times declared Himself to be jealous.

· Wiped out the first born of Egypt to get His people free.

· Flew into a rage akin to that of a scorned lover over Israel’s unfaithfulness and would have killed them all if it had not been for Moses. 

· Created a world that declares His glory.  Everything about Him is noise and light and beauty.

Where did we get this ridiculous concept of a God that does not care?  Agnostics could not be more wrong.  God is full of passion.

· He is a God of excess.  In all that He does.  Salvation would be enough but He goes so far beyond salvation. 

· Bore our sorrows.

· By His stripes we are healed.

· Righteousness, Joy, and peace…

· Not just life…abundant life… (John 10:10)

· Well of living water inside… (John 4:14)

· The love and life He wants us to have is not austere, it is not basic.  It is overwhelming and all-consuming.  

· God wants to blast vitality and joy at us out of a firehose.

· He came to conquer death.

· He wanted people to know that there is something beside black, empty meaningless.

· The Passionate Christ.  

· Christ wept over Jerusalem 

· In a fury cleaned out the temple 

· With a loud voice (YELLING) declared a river of living water where anyone could drink 

· Became so intense in the Garden that sweat poured from His body

· On more than one occasion was visibly moved by the needs of people

And let me backtrack just a bit, we are to be like unto our Father!  Your cool, aloof apathy does not impress God.  You that condescend to people who are too “emotional” have missed it.  We have a passionate God and we are to be like Him. My emotion may bother you but I assure you it will not bother God.  As a matter of fact I think He liked it when the stars danced and sang at the dawn of creation. I believe He enjoyed David’s dance, even though His wife thought it was a bit much. I think one of the reasons He chose the Apostle Paul was because he was capable of so much passion that he was breathing out threats against the Christians. Theologians and Biblical scholars have debated for years as to why the Song of Solomon is in the canon.  What place could a book of erotic poetry have possible have in the Holy Writ?  I will tell you why it is there.  It is the story of passionate love, and God wants us to know what kind of relationship He is looking for.  That is not a book about marriage.  It is a treatise on the kind of love affair God is looking for. He is a passionate God that it looking for a passionate people.   And the first time your eyes behold Him will be when He descends from heaven with a shout!  (I Thessalonians 4:16)

We serve a passionate God and we are to be a passionate people.
The Dead Society
Unfortunately, I am afraid God is becoming increasingly frustrated in His quest for a passionate people.  The Danish philosopher Soren Kierkegaard made the following observation:

“This age will die, not from sin, but from lack of passion.”

It would seem that there is certain deadness about our day.  While there are a few fighting passionately for some things, these are the minority.  The vast majorities are drifting between vain acquisitions.  For most people life is the meaningless passing of time between all too few moments when they are truly alive.   So many lives have become so gray and bland that voyeurism is a national pastime.  Most Exciting Car Chases, Most Exciting Car Wrecks, Most Dysfunctional Family, Etc., Etc…   This is not what life was meant to be. 

Look at what we care about most and you get a glimpse into the shallowness of our days.  A stock market drop is talked about more than the ethnic cleansing going on in Europe.  For most people the only time they feel something approaching excitement is with a new acquisition.  That feeling ends as soon as the first payment bill arrives and it is off in pursuit of the next thing.  

Ours is the culture that has embraced sex with no emotional involvement.  I really believe that our glorification of violence in media is simply an attempt to feel something, even if it is shock and horror.  At least we are sensing something.  How many times have we heard of the defendant sitting  in the court room, and the report is so common so as to seem cliched, “Upon hearing the verdict the defendant showed no emotion”?  

The apathy has settled into marriages, into our kids, into politics, even into the church.  I have traveled extensively and preached in all kinds of churches.  It is appalling to see the boredom and lack of concern in the church.  Mainline churches are emptying and every one has a different idea why. I will tell you why, they are dead.  John the Revelator saw this church day in Revelation 3 and declared the word of God that although the church would be rumored to be alive it was in actuality dead.  Take a good look around at how many people are actually engaged in worship and how many are on auto-pilot.  

Nietzsche, the German existentialist philosopher wrote of the madman who shouted from the step of the church in the medieval town, “I want a requiem mass!” “Who has died?” the people asked.  “God is dead” the madman answered.  And when the crowd mocked him the madman retorted, “If God is not dead, then why have His churches become mortuaries?”  He was half right.  The churches are mortuaries, but it is not God that has died, it is His people.  Any attempt to elicit passion is winked at and treated like something mildly silly and unsophisticated.  

Does anything glow in you all the time?  What would happen if a church grasped a singular vision for ministry and it glowed in us all time?  I am persuaded we would change our part of the world.  If we cared enough. 

Producing Passion
Is what you are doing with your life worth your humanity?  You have been given the precious gift of a few years of life in which to impact eternity for countless people.  Is what you’re doing worthy of the gift you have been given?  

Luke 12:48. From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked. 49  "I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! –NIV

Can I tell you God wants to start a fire, and he wants to start it first of all in your heart, then in His church, then in the world?  He wants us to be alive, not just exist.  

You know how to escape this permeation of death that is enveloping our society?  IN CHRIST!  
Poverbs 20: 27 The spirit of man is the candle of the LORD

· God wants to light you up.  Your spirit, blazing with His presence will illuminate your life, and all those around you.  God wants to start a fire, and He wants to start it with you!  God wants to light you up:

· With desire for His presence
· With joy
· With peace
· With purpose
You encounter and walk with God should be a thing that is blazing.  That glows in you all the time.

Blaise Pascal had a mystical conversion and he wrote about it in his diary.

On Monday, 23rd of November…from about ½ past ten in the evening until about ½ past twelve….FIRE…..God of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of Jacob, not of the philosophers and scholars.  Certitude! Feeling!  Joy! Peace! God of Jesus Christ!

A passionate life in Christ will spill over into every other area of your life.  Once your soul blazes in pursuit of Him everything else will change.

· II Corinthians 5: 17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

· Christ is no substitute for what has gone wrong, He is a transformer of all things.

