This Is Not Your Grandfathers Marriage

Our theme for this weekend is Married….With Challenges.  Last night we discussed how some of those challenges are Universal.  They are part of our collective experience.  And for all of us, one of the big challenges has to do with changes in our culture. Our culture views and treats marriage in a drastically different way than it used to, and to a certain degree this makes marriage a lot harder to be successful at. 

Even if you take away the anti-marriage cultural feelings, the very way we live our lives impact marriage.

Dr. John Bachman made the following observation.  “We got two bathrooms and forgot how to cooperate.  We got two car families and forgot how to associate.  We got two television households and forgot how to communicate.” 

 How is your family life today different from the family life of the home you grew up in?   (group discussion)
How is it better?

How is it worse?

There is no denying that marriage and family life are entirely different today from what they were 30 to 40 years ago.   There have been dramatic changes in married life.  But perhaps the biggest change is not in how we live in our marriages and families, but how we think about them.   There have been major paradigm shifts in how we as a society view marriage and family life.  That the traditional family, (one man, one woman, bound by law and faith, and their children) is disintegrating is indisputable. The question is why, and what can we do to stop it.  

Your Grandfathers Marriage
· Family was your identity.
· 40 years ago marriage was “till death do us part”. Now it is a coin flip, with over half of all marriages ending in divorce in less than ten years.

· Most women were virgins at marriage, roughly 85%.  The number of men that were virgins at marriage was significantly higher as well.

· Husbands made money while wives stayed home to raise the kids.

· The overwhelming majority of people had grown up with a mother and a father, a family pattern they could look to and reproduce.

· The concept of “family” was clearly understood.  

The marriages of that time, the WWII generation may seem like boring, unglamorous pictures of stale domesticity. That’s not at all true.  The people of that generation had sprung from two deeply unsettling national events. The Depression, which uprooted families and destroyed lives.  WWII.  Coming out of those two enormously unsettling events there was a deep longing for quiet, peace, security, i.e. domesticity.  The traditional family was the perfect vehicle for those things.  The people of that generation sought out a safe, secure home life, where a man and a woman could live out there sexual destinies together and raise kids.   Something between ME TARZAN YOU JANE and The Swiss Family Robinson. 

It was a powerfully attractive vision.  The average age at which Americans got married plunged to 19.  The number of children soared to 3.7 per woman in 1957.  The goal was not financial success, but domesticity.  
The key indicator of success was a solid family life!
According to sociologist David Popenoe, polls taken at the time show that more than 90% of people could not imagine an unmarried person being happy.  When polled as to what they had given up for marriage and family the overwhelming majority of women replied “Nothing”.

· Sex was considered the domain of marriage.  After extensive research Charlotte Mayerson had some startling things to say about the sexual life of the married couples of the Ozzie and Harriet generation.  The final result of the study is that couples that came of age in that generation are far more passionate and remain so in their marriages more than couples that have come of age after the sexual revolution.  

That was our grandfathers marriage, and the sociological climate that it thrived in.  

This is not your grandfathers marriage.  

· Our job is our identity.

· 47.5 percent of mothers with children under 18 work full time.  An additional 19 percent work part time.  This compared to a time when virtually no mothers worked. (Remember the goal was domesticity.)

· The goal in marriage today is not domesticity, but self-expression.  Happiness for self.  This generation (Post Sexual Revolution) more than any other is obsessed with their emotional state of being and mental health.  We obsess over our neurosis and psyches.  We look to marriage to cure deep personal pain.  This concept is the basis for most marriage therapy.

· You have more than your parents had.  

· The gender roles are much more fluid and flexible.  

· You talk more than your parents did, and consequently have the possibility for both greater pain and greater fulfillment. 

· Family is a subjective term.  (rolling stones cover)  

· People are marrying later. Average age 26.  

· Marriage rate has decreased by 33% in that time span.  People are marrying less.  Less people are marrying and less people are staying married.  

· The divorce rate has leveled off but the cohabitation rate has increased.  Increased by almost 50% in the 90’s.

· You can be a success without having a successful home life.

What Happened?  

These are certainly not the only or worst changes in the American Family.  We simply do not have enough time to discuss the devastating impact these changes have had on our kids, and our country.  Everything from the crime rate to poverty levels have been impacted by this statistical and moral decline of the traditional family.

· What are the contributing factors?   The reason I am covering this is not simply an exercise in sociology.  I see the some of these things at work in my own home.  The first step in correcting something is identifying it.  The only way we overcome a challenge is to identify it.  
· The rise of individualism. Robert Bellah wrote in the good society; “In recent decades individual fulfillment has ranked ever higher as a central cultural value.  However, as the feminist social critic Barbara Ehrenreich and other have convincingly argued, men more than women have used this ideology of individual self-fulfillment to shirk repsponsibility of family life.  One way of putting the change that is producing what the family sociologist David Popenoe calls “the post nuclear family trend” is to say we are shifting from a child-centered family to an adult centered family.  Or to put it more strongly, as a French jurist has written, “Instead of the individual “belonging” to the family, it is the family which is coming to be at the service of the individual.”(With the increased focus on individual rights we have become convinced that these rights are ours no matter the cost to anyone else.  This is a deeply flawed logic.  It’s most basic expression is seen in the rejection of absolute morality.  It never asks the question, what if what is right for me is wrong for you?

· Feminism.  Again there is an assertion of individual rights.  

· Government has become markedly anti-family.  For the past forty years the governments hostility toward the two-parent family has been evident in scours of failed social policies.  The welfare system still levels a massive penalty against marriage among the poor.  Consequently there are shrinking numbers of two parent homes and rising numbers of illegitimacy, single parents, and as a result of that, a rising number in crime and delinquency.  The government spends $1000.00 on programs that subsidize single parenthood for every dollar spent on programs to restore marriage and reduce illegitimacy.   The tax system is decidedly skewed against families with children with the so-called marriage penalty tax.  

· Communities of support are weakened.  Church. Close relatives.  Mobile society.  Social security.

· We have replaced a family culture, where ones success was determined by his home life, with a job culture where ones worth is determined by income and position.  How we determine self worth has impacted greatly the American family.  (DAVID)
· The total assault on family and men in entertainment media.  If you do not think that there is social shaping going on through our pop culture you have your head buried deep  in the sand.  
· Fragmentation of our lives.  We no longer look to the family as a package for the fulfillment of emotional intimacy, sexuality, and the raising of our children.  

· Time management or lack thereof

· One author put it this way.  Families are ultimately destroyed by rejection. 

· Illegitimacy: rejection of marriage.  

· Divorce: rejection of one’s spouse or marriage. 
· Cohabitation: rejection of God and or moral law.
Now, that’s what grandpas marriage looked like.  That was the social environment that it flourished in.  We have a whole different environment, and some huge challenges if we are going to build families as solid and successful as those of the Leave It To Beaver.
What Can We Do?
Will families survive?  Will they make it?  Absolutely!  Why?  Because they were Gods idea and creation.  He designed them. The marriage plan is a reflection of God’s ideal plan for his relationship with His people.  It must be the best model for success.  

“However frail and faltering they may currently seem to be, families remain, for most of us, the only theater in which we can realize our full capacity for good or evil, joy or suffering.  By attaching us to beings and feelings that are perishable, families expose us to conflict, pain, and loss.  They give rise to tension between love and duty, reason and passion, immediate and long-range objectives, egoism and altruism.  But relationships between husbands and wives, parents and children, can also provide frameworks for resolving such tensions.  Even though, after the loosening of legal and economic ties…the principal bonds which remain to unite the family may be the ties of human affection, we can perhaps-if we are hopeful-recognize in those fragile connections analogies for the love that invites a response from all men and women of good will.  A note sounded by a player on one instrument may draw forth a corresponding note from another; a child, hearing an accordion outside a window, may begin to sing and dance.”  

· -Mary Ann Glendon

· What can we do? How can we counter these trends?  (group discussion)

· Build on the Bible.   The Bible really is adaptable to every generation.   

· Build on the lessons of the past.

· Build for us not me.

· Give a working model to the next generation.
