The Secret Weapon Of Every Marriage

I have spent a weekend talking about challenges that face marriage.  We started off by talking about this vision of a great marriage.  For some of us the obstacles look huge.  It is pretty easy to get a bit hopeless, and resign ourselves to this glorified room-mate status.  But I want to take this last session and, not so much lecture.  If possible I want to preach to you a bit.  Because in spite of all the obstacles you have a secret weapon.  And you need it. 

· There is a whole culture bent on destroying the institution of marriage.  They have made it a mockery.  No-fault divorce has eroded what marriage is.

· There is the wholesale effort to redefine family.

· There are the obstacles created by all the baggage and hang-ups we bring into marriage. 

I cannot dispense enough wisdom to save marriages.  We are doing everything we can at ALC.  And yet it is not enough. We have created an entire ministry for the sake of family.  We offer pre-marital counseling. I am working on a mentoring program for young couples.  Yet it is not enough. We need the secret weapon of every marriage.

The Weapon
Matthew 3: 4  "Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,' 5  and said, 'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh'? 6  So they are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate."

GOD IS FOR MARRIED COUPLES!
God is on your side.  It was His idea that you be together.  It is He that has joined you together.  This whole marriage thing was His idea.  

Guys, He knew we couldn’t do it alone. 

Girls, He knew that you were taken from us and we are never complete until we become one with you.   He designed this and I have an idea God is a little ticked off about people running down His design, trying to redesign what He perfected, and trying to tear it up. 

God is for marriages.

But what about all the challenges? All the obstacles?

Romans 8:31  What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?

Show me Joshua…Zechariah 3….Satan set to attack him…RIFF….God said “Satan, the Lord rebuke thee…is this not a brand I have plucked out of the fire?”

God does not like anyone messing with His stuff.  And your marriage is His creation and He is not happy about the assault on it.  

Phillipians 1:6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:
Get a third party involved in your marriage.  Adam and Eve got in trouble when they made decisions without their third party.  

Ecclesiastes 4:12 a threefold cord is not quickly broken.
