Why are you here?  Why did you come to this retreat?

· It seemed like a fun weekend.  We needed to get away and we always enjoy the marriage retreat. 

· Our marriage could use some help.  Maybe it needs help desperately, maybe just some adjusting.  Anyway, we are hoping to hear something to help us.  

Let me tell you why I am having this marriage retreat.  

1. To provide couples in our church an affordable, fun, relaxing weekend. 

2. There are people in our church who need to work on, and need help with their marriage.  I want to help them.  

3. Because the idea of marriage and family is under viscous, albeit unreported attack and it desperately needs someone to defend it.  I am having this retreat to elevate the concept of marriage and family and impassion you to fight for your marriage and the concept of marriage.   I want you to understand how vital the concept of marriage and family are to us, how imperiled these things are, and what we can do to save them.  

If you are here to have a fun relaxing get away we are going to see to it that you have just such a weekend.  But in the middle of having fun I want to make you aware of a crisis in our country that for me is of far more concern than any terrorist attack.   That is the crisis of marriage and the family, and how you can help in the effort to save the ideal of marriage and the family.  

If you are one of the couples here that need help, we may not get to your specific crisis. Over the next 48 hours I want to so drill into you the value of your union that you will commit yourself anew to overcoming every obstacle in order to make your marriage work.  One of the reasons divorce is so rampant is that there is not a premium value set on marriages in our culture.   

There are essentially two truths I want to communicate to you this weekend. 

· The value of your marriage to you as an individual. (It is good for you to be married, and being married is good for you.)  

· The value of your marriage (the ideal of marriage) to our culture.  (It is good for you to be married, and you being married is good for all of us)

The nuclear family is the basic building block for successful society and civilization.  It is the foundation.  The foundation of our culture is cracking, it is shifting, the cracks appearing everywhere have everything to do with what is happening to the foundation and we are here to do something about it.  We will start with the marriages in this room and hopefully something will ignite in each of your hearts to inspire you to become a part of the team working to repair the foundation of our land. 

The State Of Marriage & The Family
Consider what I am about to share with you not so much a lecture or sermon, rather a report how the traditional concept of the nuclear family faring these days.   In order to do this I need to give you the definition of a nuclear family.  (Picture of the Nuclears; Ned & Nancy & their children, Nick, Nelly & Gwyneth)  This is what a family looks like. 

A man and woman, joined by matrimony, and their offspring.
Ned & Nancy do not “shack up” they got married.  That is what constitutes a nuclear family.  (Nuclear because it has a married couple as its nucleus)  “Any group of people who love each other” is not a family.  

So, how are the Nuclears doing?  Quite honestly, not well.  The Nuclears have been under quite an attack in recent years and some doubt whether or not the Nuclears are going to survive long term.  I really don’t have time to tell you of everything coming against the Nuclears, nor all of the enemies arrayed against them.   Let me tell you about a few of their more potent enemies, and why this seemingly innocent little family is such a threat.   Before I get to that let me tell you how I know the Nuclears are in trouble, and if help does not reach them soon they may go the way of the dinosaur. 

The Amazing Disappearing Nuclears
We know that the Nuclears are endangered the same way we know any species is endangered.  Their numbers are dwindling.  (2000 Census)

The number of Americans living alone has now surpassed the number of married couples.
During the 1990s the number of families headed by single mothers grew at a rate nearly five times that of families headed by a mother and father.

The Census counted 5.5 m. unmarried couples, up from 3.2 m. in 1990.
In the mid 90s, for the first time in American history, more than half of all firstborn children were conceived or born out of wedlock. 

The fertility rate has plummeted from 3.65 children per woman to 2.0.  We are right at or below the rate necessary to replace the population. 

 “From being a child and family-oriented society, we are becoming a society in which children are not only less heard, but less seen.” – William Bennet

The Washington Post summarized, “The statistics showed no reversal of a decades-long national trend away from the historically dominant household, married couples with children.” 

Statistics are cold things, but in this case not nearly as chilling as the picture they conjure up.  As one author put it: “Since 1960, fewer people are marrying, they are doing so later in life, they are having fewer children, they are spending less time with the children they do have, and they are divorcing much more frequently.  Those who do not marry are having sexual relations at an earlier age and contracting sexually transmitted diseases at much higher rates, cohabiting in unprecedented numbers, and having a record number of children out of wedlock. Finally, more children than ever before live with only one parent.”  These things are incredibly bad for society.  Concurrent with the breakdown of the family we have seen explosive growth in every indicator of a culture coming apart.  

· Suicide rates

· Crime rates

· Child abandonment

· Abortion

· Child abuse

· STD’s

· Mental disorders
These things are cracks in the structure of society.  As the foundation begins to come apart the whole thing will collapse around it.  As you contemplate these figures keep this in mind, there has never been a successful civilization that did not have as its basic unit the family.   Consider this also, the collapse of every great civilization was preceded by the disintegration of the family.  

Carl Zimmerman, A Harvard sociologist, once studied the rise and fall of every major empire in the world history.  He also traced what happened to the family in each of these empires.  He concluded that families go through three phases, the last occurring just before each empire fell apart.  You can find this information in his book Family and Civilization.   These are the characteristics of families in their final phase.

· Marriage lost its sacredness, and alternative forms of marriage were advocated.

· Feminist movements flourished.

· Parenting became more difficult.

· Adultery and divorce were not stigmatized.

· Sexual perversions abounded, especially homosexuality.

The interesting thing is that Mr. Zimmerman could have easily been describing our day, yet this book was written in 1947.

The Nuclears are disappearing and with them all of the good things that have comprised our way of life.  If you are disturbed that they are disappearing you should be very troubled that they are not only disappearing, there is an concerted effort to wipe them out. 

Where Have All The Nuclears Gone?
Imagine a time in….well….a long time from now.  Anthropologists, archeologist, and historians have made an amazing discovery.  There once was this thing called a nuclear family.  The Nuclears gave rise to every desirable thing in a culture.  And yet, mysteriously, they disappeared.  And they disappeared very quickly. (In about a 40 year span) So the researchers set out to find what happened to the Nuclears.  

Tracking sociological change is an imperfect science.  It is easier to say what happened than to say why it happened.  What they found immediately was that there was no one thing to be blamed. There was no single cause.  Among the many things found to have contributed to the extinction of the family were the following:

Fundamental shifts in moral attitudes
The rise of radical individualism

The advent of the sexual revolution 

The pill and legalized abortion

New expectations of family life
The increased participation of women in the work place

Fierce assault directed against marriage and the family
Reshaping of family law (no fault divorce / marriage tax)

The pervasive influence of popular culture
Affluence and the rise of a consumer mentality

I could spend hours on any one item on this list.  I have taught entire sessions on a few of these.  They are all part of the problem.  They are all factors in the decline of the family.   But there is such a barrage against the family that you quickly come to understand that behind this barrage there is a concerted effort.  The disintegration of the Nuclears is something that has been engineered & orchestrated.   To understand who orchestrated the attack all you have to do is find out who the Nuclears threaten.

A Threat To The Original Lie
The original lie that satan offered to Eve was this.  “You do not have to be subject to anything, you can do whatever you want, whenever you want, however you want.  Who cares what God said, if you want to eat the fruit, do it.  You shall not die, your actions are without consequence.”  

To live in a family, to come into a marriage on the basis that God intended is to live a life that rejects and refutes that lie. 

In a family you subject your wishes for the wishes of the whole.
In a family you sacrifice so that others may have.

In a family you deny yourself in order to give to others.
In a family you subjugate your wishes for the collective good.  

In a family “us” has to come before “me”.  

In choosing to live in a family you make choices understanding how much they impact others.

When you choose to enter into marriage and live as a God-Ordained family your life rejects the lie that Satan offered to Eve.  The lie that says you can do as you wish without regard to consequence.  The concept of marriage so powerfully rejects the offer of Satan that God used it as a metaphor for the relationship He desires with people.  When we live as married couples, when we endeavor to live as families according to the plan of God our lives are an absolute rejection of Satans’ offer to live lives entirely unto our selves and our own desires.  

Therefore, the Nuclears are a threat to satan, and they are an offense to every one who wants to buy into the lie. 

Families were Gods plan. 

Genesis 2: 23  And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.

24  Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.

The sworn enemy of God has been at work since the beginning to dismantle Gods plans.  Gods’ plan for the family has come under the same assault as Gods plan for relationship between Himself and man.  This is the enemy of the Nuclears.  All of the things that I listed for you that have eroded the concept of family are tactics he has used very effectively.  

The Weapons Of His Warfare
Let me talk very briefly about some of the more effective tactics and weapons that have been employed against the Nuclears.

Reducing The Ideal Of Marriage

I wish there was a way I could make the people of my generation fully appreciate the value and deep reverence for the institution of marriage that existed before the 60s. The social architects of the 60s had a radically different view of marriage.  The intellectual and liberal academic community routinely accused marriage and the nuclear family of promoting neurosis.  It was said that marriage kept people locked in gender roles and limited their options and therefore the possibility of a happy life. (remember why they oppose marriage, it rejects the lie of complete self indulgence)

Children were described as “helpless prisoners”.   This is the crowd that gave birth to a concept that I have heard echoed as recently as five years ago by Hillary Clinton.  It was stated that parenthood was too important to be left to amateurs, therefore professionals should do child rearing in special clinics.  

Women were said to be victimized by marriage.  Radical feminist said that marriage was “slavery” , and “legalized rape”.  If you don’t think that their ideology stuck consider a 1995 college textbook that teaches “Marriage has an adverse effect on women’s mental health”. Or an October 11, 1993 USA Today headline that trumpets “Guys Wed For Better; Wives For Worse”.  And again in 1997 “Does Tying The Knot Put Women In A Bind?” Marriage was described as a trap, circumscribing a woman’s social and intellectual horizons and lowering her sense of self-esteem.  Tied closely to this attitude was a desire for women to enter the work place. The feminist movement certainly did some necessary and valuable things for women.  But what the radical fringe did to the ideal of marriage is reprehensible.  

Marriage was defined as an antiquated notion with little place in the modern world.
Marriage was defined as being bad for women. 

Marriage was defined as oppressive, unenlightened, stifling, and entrapping.
It was preached and believed that it was almost impossible to become a complete individual within a marriage. 

The ideal of marriage was reduced from a high and lofty ideal that was the aspiration of virtually all people to an object of ridicule and something to be feared.

The Redefinition Of Marriage And Family

Although the image and ideal of marriage took a beating, the broadside was not enough to do away with the institution, so then a new tactic was employed.  Now that it was reduced there was an all out attempt to redefine what a marriage and family was.

Marriage was redefined as essentially a private matter, an affair of the heart between two adults, in which no outsider, not even the children of the marriage, had a right to interfere.  Prior to this it was understood that the whole community had a stake in the marriage.  Certainly once children were brought into the relationship their well being was of most concern.  As a rule this is no longer true.  Hillary Clinton echoed the new understanding when she said “I learned along time ago that the only two people who count in a marriage are the two who are in it.”  We have seen statistically in this session that this is simply not true. 

· Marriage was redefined as an affirmation of existing love, not a whole lot different from any other affair of the heart.

· As marriage was redefined as a private matter between adults there was a rejection of the social expectations of marriage. 

· Marriage held no higher status than any other romantic relationship.

Nena and George O’Neill postulated that “The meaning in marriage today must be independently forged by a man and a woman who have the freedom to find their own reasons for being together…Only by writing their own open contract can couples achieve the flexibility to grow.”

The result of this particular redefining has been expressed very accurately by the sociologist Andrew Cherlin, “Married folks are more likely today than in the past to evaluate their marriage primarily according to how well it satisfies their individual emotional needs. If their evaluation on these terms is unfavorable, they are likely to turn to divorce.”
When the attempt to redefine marriage as an open contract for the express benefit of the couple did not eradicate the Nuclears a new tactic was employed.  There has been a wholesale attempt to redefine what a family is.  This is an ongoing battle being waged hardest by the militant gay activist.  

· Notice the stages: First we redefine what a marriage is all about, then we redefine the components.  Some very high level strategy has been employed.  Gay activist could not demand marriage rights until they redefined what marriage was all about, until they reshaped marriage into something more suitable for their lifestyle.

Now there is an attempt to define family as “any group of people who love each other”. 

· What happens to the children if the love stops? Who is responsible?

· Are employers required to extend benefits to everyone you say you love?

I showed you the what the Nuclears look like, let me show you what the new definition looks like.

· Melissa Etheridge, Julie Cypher (left her husband in order to live with Etheridge), Bailey, Beckett, David Crosby.  They are no longer together.  

· Elizabeth Nila, received an implanted embryo from Will Halms’ sister.  The egg was the fertilized by Wills ….uhmmm… male partner Marcellin.  Elizabeth carried the baby to term and it is now being raised by Will and Marcellin.  

I am out of time, but the tactics and weapons being used against the Nuclears are almost an endless list.  We are going to talk over this weekend about some of those weapons and how we can counter them.  Let me leave you with some good news.

The Good News For The Nuclears
First of all, the nuclear family has proved what a great idea it is, and how resilient it is by withstanding the withering, relentless, decades-long attack.  

A great marriage remains the highest hope of most people.  

And those wacky Gen-Xers are waking up to the mistakes of the Baby Boom generation.  In a recent study showed that young people listed as their generation’s number-one problem “an increase in divorce and single-parent families”.  These young people, between the ages of eighteen and thirty placed having a strong family as their most important goal, even above money and career.  

93% of Americans rate having a happy marriage as either one of the most important or very important objectives of their life. 

As two scholars put it after an exhuastive study of the attitude of today’s college students, “The are desperate to have only one marriage, and they want to be happy.  They don’t know whether this is possible anymore.”

It is incumbent on us to prove to them that it is possible, that their hearts deepest desire is an attainable thing.  In living our lives every day as married couples and families we offer them proof and hope that what they long for can come to pass.  In being married we are repairing the foundation.  

A final note of good news for the Nuclears.  The greatest force in the universe is on their side.   As I have already told you, God instituted marriage.  He planned the way it should be. And speaking specifically of marriage here is what Christ had to say.

Matthew 19:6 What therefore God hath

joined together, let not man put asunder.

While Jesus was speaking of individual marriages I believe God has the same sentiment toward the idea of marriage.  He is angered by the attempt to distort what He intended marriage to be.  

Close
So there you have the state of the nuclear family.  And I am coming to you this weekend to refute the lies, to reaffirm the value of your marriage and the worth of your family.  I cannot fix every problem of every couple but if I can impress upon you the value of this thing called marriage, if I can make you understand how vital it is, if I can convince you that your marriage affects us all then you will be impassioned to work harder to make it work.  Our marriages are ground zero of the cultural war.  If I can convince one couple here that although their own marriage is fraught with pain that the ideal of marriage is worth fighting for then it will be a huge victory.  And in the long run you will come to understand that what the decision to stay together was best for you. 

An elderly gentleman was walking down the seashore, picking up starfish that had washed onto the shore and hurling them back into the sea.  A passerby stopped him and said “Don’t you understand that thousands of starfish wash up on beaches every night, throwing a few back wont make a difference.”  The gentlemen stooped, picked up another starfish, thre it back into the waves, and said “It did to that one”.   Maybe we cant save every marriage in America, but it will matter to the ones we do save.  And in living your lives as married couples we are part of the process of saving the institution of marriage.  

