Confronting Calvary – Part Three

There is only one place to see and understand the love of God.

I John 3:16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: 

Why did Christ have to die? (All of this borne out in scripture)

The plan for Christ to die as a sacrifice for sin is older than time itself. 

Prophecy is a powerful proof of the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ 

We went back to the beginning to get a complete understanding. 

You were created to be a God walker, to have communion with God.

Sin, The Separator entered as the result of man’s willful action and separated God from man. (fire and ice) 

Sin is something like a genetic defect that has been passed on to all men.  Therefore we are all separated from God, divorced from our primary purpose, which is to be a God Walker.  

It is so important to God that you walk with Him that before He created the world He made sure there was a plan in place so that should sin enter, man could still walk with God. 
Two Laws:
1. God cannot tolerate sin.  It violates His very nature.

2. The natural consequence of sin is death.

Sin the Separator has a wage he demands.  Death.  And Sin must be paid.  So what stands between us and communion with God, our purpose, to be God Walkers is two things:

1. Our own sinfulness.  

2. The sin wage that has to be paid.  

#1 Our own sinfulness: Conduct & Condition

Isaiah 53:5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities.

· Because sin is present in us by conduct and condition we are separated from God by two natural laws.

· For us to be God Walkers there must be a resolution to the fact that we are sinners by conduct and condition so that God will be able to accept us, and the natural consequence of sin, death, has to be satisfied.  

· We are helpless to change our conduct or condition but both were answered for in the sacrificial death of Christ at Calvary.  

Last week we began to answer the question: Why did Christ have to die?  To answer for both our conduct & condition.  Let’s simplify it a bit more and continue to answer the question.   Christ had to die because of sin.  

The natural consequence of sin is death.

Sin separates us from God.
The natural consequence has to be satisfied, God wants us to once again be God Walkers.   Lets deal with them one at a time.  

Paying The Sin Wage
The wage sin is demanding is death.  The natural consequence of a sinful condition and sinful conduct is death.  Here is some good news.  Sin is not particular about who dies, it just demands death.  I will not get heavily involved at this time but there was a long time when sin could be temporarily satisfied by the death of an animal.   This is why in the OT there was a system of animal sacrifice ordained.  Think again of Sin as a barbarian, Sin the Separator.  He would show up once a year and demand payment.  You people have sinned, this will cost you death, and He would demand to be paid.  The High Priest of Israel would take a bull or goat and offer it for the sins of the people, and this would temporarily satisfy Sin the Separator.   But the Bible teaches he would show up year after year demanding payment.  

Exodus 30:1 And thou shalt make an altar to burn incense upon. 10 And Aaron shall make an atonement upon the horns of it once in a year with the blood of the sin offering of atonements: once in the year shall he make atonement upon it throughout your generations: it is most holy unto the LORD. 

This is how the sin wage was paid in the Old Testament.  Every year the demand was made, every year a bull or goat was slaughtered, the blood placed on an altar to satisfy the legal demand of sin.   

But this was a flawed system.  All it was doing was postponing the accumulating debt of sin.   Exodus gives you a glimpse of how it worked. 

Exodus 34:7 Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's children, unto the third and to the fourth generation. 

The failure of this system was that the guilty were not cleared, (justified).  And the payment was not made, just delayed.  

It was almost like paying interest to a loan shark.  Making the minimum payment on a high interest loan from a loan shark while the sin debt kept piling up.  The loan shark/barbarian would show up to collect.  The wage is death.  Nobody standing there would suffice.  They were all sinners.  Their sacrificial death wouldn’t work because it would be like a loan shark killing the person that owes him.  The debt remains and now there is no one to pay it.  So each year a demand of death was made and since there was no sinless one to pay Sin would take an animal and the debt would continue to accrue.  Waiting for the day when there would be a sinless one that could pay the debt.  

We needed a sacrifice that would clear us, justify us, and once and for all satisfy the sin debt. 

Hebrews 9:1 For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form of things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually year by year, make perfect those who draw near. 2 Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, because the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have had consciousness of sins? 3 But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year by year. 4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. 5 Therefore, when He comes into the world, He says, "SACRIFICE AND OFFERING YOU HAVE NOT DESIRED, BUT A BODY YOU HAVE PREPARED FOR ME; 6 IN WHOLE BURNT OFFERINGS AND sacrifices FOR SIN YOU HAVE TAKEN NO PLEASURE. 

7 "THEN I SAID, `BEHOLD, I HAVE COME (IN THE SCROLL OF THE BOOK IT IS WRITTEN OF ME) TO DO YOUR WILL, O GOD.' " 
Hebrew 9:10 By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 11 Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins; 12 but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD, 13 waiting from that time onward UNTIL HIS ENEMIES BE MADE A FOOTSTOOL FOR HIS FEET. 14 For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. 15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us; for after saying, 16 "THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THEM AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS UPON THEIR HEART, AND ON THEIR MIND I WILL WRITE THEM," He then says, 17 "AND THEIR SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE." 18 Now where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering for sin. (Once forgiveness is possible there is no need for continual sacrifice) 19 Therefore, (Because of this) brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place (presence of God/Be God Walkers again) by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 

· Those sacrifices can not make perfect, remind of sins, cannot take away sins. (vs: 1,3,4)

· They must be offered year after year. (vs:1)

· The sacrifice of Christ sanctifies. (vs:10

· Is offered one time for all time. (vs. 10,12)

· Forgives sin. (vs. 18 There is no need for another offering because His offering is able to forgive sin.)

· Gives us confidence to enter the presence of God.  We do not fear destruction.  (bug zapper) (vs:19)

Perfect Payment
The sacrificial death of Christ perfectly satisfies sin’s demand of death because Christ was sinless and willing to take on the entire debt of sin for humanity.  Since He took on the entire sin debt there is no need for anymore sacrifices.

Sinless

Hebrews 4:14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin.

Hebrews 9: 11 When Christ came as high priest of the good things that are already here, he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation. 12 He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption. 13 The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. 14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!

I Peter 1:18 Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, (think Barbarian again in regard to redemption) from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:

Willing To Take The Sin Debt

Isaiah 53:4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 5  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

John 1:29 The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.

Hebrews 9:28 So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many.

Scapegoat – Leviticus 16.  For atonement, at-one-ment, reconciliation, redemption, you need to pay the sin debt which is death, and eradicate the sin.   The priest would take two goats, one was slaughtered so that blood could satisfy the sin debt.  The priest would then place his hands on the head of the other goat and pronounce all the sins of the people.  Then that goat was sent into the wilderness.  It was a symbolic ceremony of the day that would come when one who had the sinless capacity would take on himself the sins of the world. 

I John 3:5 And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin.

I John 1:2 And he is the propitiation (payment) for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.

Chips - This is what was done in Christ.  This is why He screamed from the Cross,  “My God My God, why hast thou forsaken me?”   That first law went into affect.  God cannot tolerate sin.

II Corinthians 5:21 For God hath made Christ to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him

Why did Christ have to die?  It would take a sinless one that was willing to take on all sin to satisfy the debt of sin.  Christ was the perfect sacrifice, the lamb slain from the foundation of the world.  The truly astounding part, and you will see this in the study of the final hours of His life, is how absolutely willing He was.  

Willing to become sin. 

Willing to die. 

We have seen how His death satisfies the demand of death for sin.
We have already started to catch glimpses of it, but when we return to this study we will learn how His death allows us to once again become God walkers. 
