Confronting Calvary – Part Two

We have learned that there is only one place to see and understand the love of God.

I John 3:16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: 

The only place to fully perceive, see and understand the depth of God’s love, the strength of His commitment to us, the absolute passion He feels toward us is at Calvary where Jesus died for us.  That is why it is imperative that every believer confronts Calvary.  

1. Why Did Christ Have To Die?

Here are the highlights from last week:

The plan for Christ to die as a sacrifice for sin is older than time itself. 

Revelation 13:8 The lamb was slain from the foundation of the world.

One of the strongest proofs of the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ is the fact of prophecy. There are prophecies that are recorded and predicted hundreds of years before Christ was born. (specific)

Since the reasons for His death occurred in the beginning we started in the beginning. 

We were created to walk  (hang out with) God.  This is our primary purpose that every searching soul is trying to get back to.  There is no fulfillment outside of this purpose.  All religion is mans attempt to connect with God, to fulfill our original purpose.  

Sin, The Separator entered as the result of man’s willful action and separated God from man. (fire and ice) 

We defined what sin is. Lawlessness, falling short of divine expectation, and not doing the good we know to do. 

Sin is something like a genetic defect that has been passed on to all men.  Therefore we are all separated from God, divorced from our primary purpose, which is to be a God Walker.  

We ended with this:

You were created to be a God walker, to have communion with God. 

Sin The Separator came into the world through Adams violation of law to destroy your ability to be a God Walker.  To make you so repugnant that you cannot get close to God. 

There is a plan whereby you can be walk with God.  It is so important to God that you walk with Him that before He created the world He made sure there was a plan in place so that should sin enter, man could still walk with God. 
Paying The Barbarian
We find ourselves dealing with a couple of universal laws that have to be dealt with so that we can have communion with God, so that we can fulfill our purpose as God-Walkers.  

1. Sin is absolutely contrary to the nature of God.  We established this last week.  As long as sin is part of us we are separated from God.  We saw last week that sin was passed on to us by Adam.  But even at that we have all been willing partakers of sin. 

Romans 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.

I John 1:8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

God cannot tolerate sin.  It violates His very nature.
2. Sin has an inescapable result/consequence, death. 

Romans 6:23: For the wages of sin is death. 
James 1:14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 

Romans 5:12 When Adam sinned, sin entered the entire human race. Adam's sin brought death, so death spread to everyone, for everyone sinned. (NLT)

Much like God’s rejection of sin, this is a law of the universe.  This is not God being capricious, cruel, or intolerant.  This is just a law of the universe that we run into.  Sin produces death.  Death is the natural consequence or product of sin. 

If you stand under a piano being dropped out of a 5th floor window you will be crushed.   Nobody is being cruel to you.  You are not a victim.  You cannot be protected from the consequences because you do not fully understand what is happening. There is a law in the universe called gravity.  It is impossible to escape it’s consequences and reach.  We are forced to work within it’s demands.  If we want to fly we have to build a machine that generates enough thrust that allows us to deal with that law.  The law of sin is just the same.  It produces death.  Not only does it produce death, but according to Romans 6 the wages it demands is death.  

The natural consequence of sin is death.
Last week we likened sin to one of the savage barbarians.  Let’s continue that analogy.  They demanded payment of the existing empires or they would attack them.  When those empires got too weak to deal with these barbarians militarily it was easier to pay their demand.  Sin the Separator has a wage he demands.  Death.  And Sin must be paid.  So what stands between us and communion with God, our purpose, to be God Walkers is two things:

1. Our own sinfulness.  

Remember, fire and ice, grit in an eye.  Since we are sinful by nature because of Adam, and partakers of sin through our own choices and will God cannot receive us, no matter how badly He wants to. 

2. The sin wage that has to be paid.  

Even if we deal with our own sinfulness there is still that demand being made that has to be satisfied before we are free, there is that natural consequence of sin, which is death. 

So, let’s look at these one at a time.  

Sinners:Conduct & Condition
A sinner is someone who commits sin and/or has a sinful nature.  

We all have a sinful nature as a result of being conceived.  It is passed onto us much like a genetic disorder. 

Psalm 51:5 Behold, I was formed in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me. 

Romans 5:12 When Adam sinned, sin entered the entire human race.

Not only do we have a sinful nature, but we commit sin. (See point #1 under Paying The Barbarian)  There are two things that we have to deal with.  Our conduct  (the willful committing of sin or omission of obedience) and out condition (the sinful nature).  These are the two elements of our own sinfulness we have to resolve before we can be God-Walkers and fulfill our purpose.  Is there anything we can do in and of ourselves to settle these issues?

If you succeed in quitting sin, you still have an inner condition, a sin nature, passed on to you that you have to deal with.  And by the way, so far only one guy has succeeded in living without sin, and He was God.  But what if we wind up living a pretty good life?  Consider the prophet Isaiah’s prayer to God. 

Isaiah 64:5 You welcome those who cheerfully do good, who follow godly ways. But we are not godly. We are constant sinners, so your anger is heavy on us. How can people like us be saved? 6 We are all infected and impure with sin. When we proudly display our righteous deeds, we find they are but filthy rags. Like autumn leaves, we wither and fall. And our sins, like the wind, sweep us away. 

Even if we succeed in dealing with our conduct through self-discipline and determination we still have a sin condition to deal with.  And our best efforts at conduct modification fall way short.  Isaiah said our best attempts at good conduct come off like filthy rags next to the righteousness of God.  Religion is always about conduct modification in hopes of re-establishing the connection.  That is why religion produces a list of things you can and cannot do.   The hope is that we will get the conduct down to the point that God will accept us.  But the problem is not our conduct it is our condition.  And our conduct is always a product of our condition, not vice versa.  We act the way we act because of what we are. 

Jeremiah 13: 23 Can an Ethiopian change the color of his skin? Can a leopard take away its spots? Neither can you start doing good, for you always do evil. 

Secular success material and current psychology teaches ruthlessly that we always act long term in perfect consistency with our character/nature.  And conduct will not change character, but a change in character will change conduct.  On the other side of learning the nuts and bolts of how Calvary and the death of Christ play into this we are going to come back and do a whole session on Conduct and Condition.  Both need help.  Both need resolution.  Unfortunately we cannot even bring our conduct up to par with God’s expectation, and we are totally helpless when it comes to our condition.  We need something outside of us to deal with sin, both committed sin and the sin of our nature, both our conduct and condition.  We cannot do it on our own.  

WHY DID CHRIST HAVE TO DIE?  

If we are going to be reconciled to God, if we are going to be God Walkers we are going to have to have to find a way to be free of sin so that we can approach God.  Both our conduct and condition have to be answered for.  Before I get into the actual theological mechanics of it let me tell you that both of these issues are resolved in the death of Christ.  

Isaiah prophesied the death of Christ:

Isaiah 53:5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities.

· Wound is external, a transgression is a willful violation of stated law. 

In the sacrificial death of Christ we see and external wound for our external conduct.  There were cuts, blood, skin split, external, visible wounds for my visible conduct that violates the very nature of God.  

· Bruising is an internal hematoma.  It is internal bleeding.  Iniquity is an internal condition of sin. Psalm 51:5 Behold, I was formed in iniquity.  In writing about Lucifer the prophet Ezekiel said in Ezekiel 28:15 Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found in thee.  There was an inner wounding to resolve our inner condition. 

Christ had to die so that Kevin Burgess the Sinner, a sinner by conduct and condition, could become a God Walker by destiny.  Christ had to die because I cannot change my own condition.  Christ had to die because my conduct will never be good enough.  

Wrap Up
Let me summarize for you before we lose track of all of these threads.  What is amazing is how every one of them will lead us to Calvary if we keep tugging on them. 

· Because sin is present in us by conduct and condition we are separated from God by two natural laws.

1. God cannot tolerate sin.  It violates His very nature.

2. The natural consequence of sin is death.  

· Therefor in order for us to be God Walkers there must be a resolution to the fact that we are sinners by conduct and condition so that God will be able to accept us, and the natural consequence of sin, death, has to be satisfied.  

· We are helpless to change our conduct or condition but both were answered for in the sacrificial death of Christ at Calvary.  

Next week we will study exactly how His death makes us acceptable to God and satisfies the death demand of sin.  

