The Rules

1. Stay on subject.  I know you are worked up about Bush and the latest happenings at the G8 summit.  I know some of you are incensed about global warming and what we are doing to the polar bears, but that is not the topic.  
2. Remember the point.  As Christians how do we respond to… (We have people here tonight who are not Christians.  We want your input, but we also want you to understand where we are coming from.)  

3. It is ok to disagree.  The goal is to state your viewpoint, not win an argument.  Don’t feel the need to MAKE someone agree with you.  

4. Don’t get personal.  Don’t get angry.  Passion is fine.  Throw a table and we throw you out.  
5. Don’t hog the floor.  Watch these clocks.  When you hit about three minutes you are boring people and it is time to hush up and let someone else speak. 
6. Respect the room.   When someone is speaking, listen to what they have to say.   Do not be pressing your point to the people sitting around you, stating your disagreement with their point, or discussing how the Mavs did in the draft.  Pay attention, listen, then respond.  Wait for me to give you the floor.    
My job is to enforce these rules.  I will, at the expense of hurting your feelings.   You don’t obey the rules, we will give you a latte, and ask you to leave.  

September 11, 2001 was not “the day everything” changed.  But it was the day that revealed how much our world had changed while we did not notice. 

On September 10, most western journalist were not aware of the Council on American Islamic Relations or the Muslim Council of Britain.   Prior to September 11 if you had said that whether or not something does or does not cause offense to Muslims would be the early 21st centuries principal political dynamic in Denmark, Sweden, the Netherlands, Belgium, France, and the United Kingdom, most people would have thought you were crazy.  Now no one blinks when you make those statements.   For America, September 11 revealed what had been apparent for some time in the other parts of the Western World, namely Europe.  There was a new global force that had to be acknowledged and could not be ignored.  

That force is a virulent, and violent strain of a major world religion.  

Islam is a major world religion, with over 1 billion followers worldwide (1/5 of the world population). It is considered one of the Abrahamic, monotheistic faiths, along with Judaism and Christianity. Although usually associated with the Arabs of the Middle East, less than 10% of Muslims are in fact Arab. Muslims are found all over the world, of every nation, color and race.  Islam is on pace to be the largest world religion by the middle of this century.  Most of the recent converts are in Africa, largely at the expense of Christianity.  
The name of this religion, Islam, is derived from the Arabic word "salam," which is often interpreted as meaning "peace." However "submission" would be a better translation. A Muslim is a follower of Islam. "Muslim" is an Arabic word that refers to a person who submits themselves to the will of Allah. 

Most religious historians view Islam as having been founded in 622 AD by Muhammad.  He lived from about 570 to 632 AD. The religion started in Mecca, when a young man claimed a visitation from  the angel Jibril (a.k.a. Jibreel; Gabriel in English) who read the first revelation to Muhammad.  Islam is the youngest of the world's very large religions -- those with over 300 million members -- which include Christianity, Islam, Hinduism and Buddhism. 
As in Christianity, as in Judaism, there are factions and divisions within Islam.  Most Americans are familiar with the two major groups in Iraq, because it has been much in the news.  Sunnis and Shi’is.  Most of these divisions started as far during the 7th century.  We are not going to get into a discussion of Islamic theology and scriptural interpretation.  What I want you to understand is that we acknowledge that the actions of a person claiming to be Muslim, or practicing a form of Islam, do not necessarily reflect the beliefs and practices of all Muslims.  <we can debate that if you wish>   

However, the opinion of the vast majority of Americans in regard to Islam has been shaped by individuals who, in the name of Islam, have perpetrated horrendous violence.  This is the face that has been shown most often to us.  
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According to statistics gathered by the National Counterterrorism Center of the United States, Islamic extremism was responsible for approximately 67% of terrorist fatalities and 71% of woundings in 2005 and early 2006, where a terrorist perpetrator could be specified. [4] Extremist acts have included airline hijacking, beheading, kidnapping, assassination, roadside bombing, suicide bombing, and occasionally rape.
I researched the month of June,  this is what has been done in the name of Islam in the month of June alone, where someone has died. 

Since 9/11, not counting defensive or offensives strikes at or between military targets, there have been over 8,000 terrorist attacks in the name of Islam.  If this is not the face Islam wants presented to the world, they need to clean their house.  (Reuters)
For a long time those that were aware were convinced that it was something that was happening a long way from where we are, and it would never touch us.  September 11 opened our eyes on grand scale to what had been going on around the world for a long time, and made us aware that we too are vulnerable.  
Europe is increasingly aware.  From the French “youth riots” to the Danish riots over “cartoons”, the murder of film maker Theo Van Gogh and even todays bombing plots in London, the western world is being made aware that there is a radical religious ideology intent on striking as much fear and damage as possible. 

The violence is not only, NOT restricted by geography.  It is not restricted to people of Arab descent.  
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The bottom line is this.  There is a large group of people of a certain religious ideology who have dedicated themselves to attacking and destroying as much of civilization and culture that is not like them as they can.  Prior to 9/11 it was easy to dismiss them as insignificant.  Now they have proven they have the will to destroy on a massive scale, it is simply a matter of acquiring the means.   And most experts believe it is simply a matter of time before they acquire the means. 
This has some very clear implications for our world. 

· As long as they exist we will be at war.   Not America vs this country or that country.  Rather, One way of life vs A way of life that they are attempting to force on us.

· Islam will continue to influence the way we live.  (Feet washing stations in Detroit airport.  French and Danish women wearing coverings because they are treated differently by the large Muslim populations.)  

Our world has changed, and these realities raise questions for followers of Jesus Christ.

· How do we act/think about Muslims in our community? (Suspicion?  At their word?)

· What is our opinion about a military presence in the Middle East?

· Is Islam fundamentally at odds with the American way of life? 

· Should we live in fear, knowing that the next act of violence could realistically take place at our local mall?

· Is there any reason to be concerned?

· Is Islam a violent religion, or has it, in the words of George Bush, been hijacked?

How should we, as Christians, think about the rise of Islam in our world, and the threat that radicalized individuals pose to us?
A Pew Research poll released in May shows that one out of every four Muslims in America either supports al-Qaeda outright or is ambivalent about the terrorists that slaughtered 3,000 fellow citizens in the name of Allah just six short years ago. About the same percentage of younger Muslims also believe that suicide bombings can be justified in “defense of Islam.”
Support for terrorism isn’t just theoretical. The release of the study was sandwiched between news of a shooting rampage plot by Muslims against Fort Dix residents and a separate Fedayeen plot literally to blow up JFK airport in New York. It also follows the murder of five Americans at a Utah shopping mall by a Muslim teenager in February.
Christians are inhabitants of two worlds.   Our primary citizenship is not as Americans.  It is as members of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. We have to reconcile our dual citizenships, always giving primacy to the kingdom of Christ.   Our primary thoughts about this issue should not be as Americans.  It should be as Christians.   
Show compassion and love.

Believe the best in people until proven otherwise.  

"Fight those who do not believe in Allah, ... nor follow 
the religion of truth... until they pay the tax in acknowledg-ment of superiority and they are in a state of subjection." 
 Qur'an, Sura 9:29
