Baptism Schism
<41000>
This past week we had an election. Although the Electoral count was not close, the Popular vote was close to 50/50 in the presidential election. It was by all accounts the most negative campaign ever leaving 50% of Americans joyous and 50% of Americans worried.  This is the United States.. we should be united as Americans, yet more than ever we seem to be divided into 2 groups. 

We prayed earlier over our elected officials. I want to encourage you to continue to do so. I also want you to pray for this deeply divided country.
Americans should be united…
Christians should be united. There should be unity in the body Christ

Ephesians 4:3-6  (NIV) Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
<41000>
There ought to be unity – there is 1 body, 1 Spirit, 1 hope, 1 Lord, 1 Faith, 1 baptism, 1 God & Father.
1, 1, 1 – yet there are approximately 41,000 Christian Denominations & Organizations,  According to the Center for the Study of Global Christianity at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary

It’s no surprise that the Church has splintered over the years… but splinters have splintered and splintered again to a huge crazy mess.

Ever hear of the Methodist Church?  Did you know there are 18 distinct separate Methodist denominations?
Lutheran.  70

Pentecostal.  98

Anglican 26

Baptist.  98

Inside these denominations are more separate group.

There ought to be unity – there is 1 body, 1 Spirit, 1 hope, 1 Lord, 1 Faith, 1 baptism, 1 God & Father.

We thought there was a divide in a country that was split 50/50… 41,000 splits of Christianity – That is ridiculous.

One of the greatest divides amongst all these movements is our subject for today. Baptism.
Hebrews 6:1-3 (Message) So come on, let’s leave the preschool fingerpainting exercises on Christ and get on with the grand work of art. Grow up in Christ. The basic foundational truths are in place: turning your back on “salvation by self-help” and turning in trust toward God; baptismal instructions; laying on of hands; resurrection of the dead; eternal judgment. God helping us, we’ll stay true to all that. But there’s so much more. Let’s get on with it!
The worldwide body of Christ should be unified and growing up in Christ. The basic foundational truths should be in place… We should stay true to this foundation go on to greater things in God. 
One of those truths is baptism.  

<Baptism Schism title>

Today I want to talk to you about the Baptism Schism.  We are going to learn 3 things from Jesus’ baptism… our motive is going to be love, unity and truth.
Before we launch into the story found in Matthew 3… Let’s say this.

It should not be this way!  There shouldn’t be 41,000 denominations, there shouldn’t be such disagreement over something so simple as baptism. Baptism ought to start a celebration not an argument or debate.  Baptism should bring us all to focus on Christ and not our denominational lines.
Redemption is a Non-denominational Church. 

· Our non-denominational status isn’t founded out of hatred for other denominations – No we love our brothers and sisters in Christ! Even when we disagree we love them with the love of Christ.

· Our goal is to get our doctrine straight from the Bible and not from denominational creeds. What we preach, how we worship, and even how we baptize comes straight from Scripture. Show us in scripture where we are wrong and we will change.

· We are non-denominational because… we think our Identity should be found in Christ

· Frankly we don’t fit into most of your mainline denominations doctrinally… We don’t have a chip on our shoulder about that. We aren’t out to prove ourselves correct and them incorrect. We simply want to walk in all the Truth God has for us and keep the main thing the main thing.

THE MAIN THING IS CHRIST!

If you have any questions on baptism we have a short bible study we would love to go over with you. It will go into far greater detail than what I’m about to talk about

Matthew 3:13-15 (NIV)  13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?”

15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented.
<Obedience>
Baptism is an act of Obedience.

Jesus came from the area of Galilee to the river Jordan.  He came for one reason; To be baptized by John the Baptist.  

The River Jordan wasn’t just down the street…
Over 60 miles.  On foot this was a major journey.
Have you ever walked 60 miles to do anything?

Breast cancer walk – 60 miles in 3 days
This same Jesus died on the Cross, was buried, rose again on the third day…  As the Resurrected Lord he spoke out the great commission in… 

Matthew 28:19 (NIV) 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
Why are we baptizing today? The one with ALL AUTHORITY commands us to baptize!

If you are in this place and have not been baptized… that command from Jesus is for you.

Jesus walked 60 miles…  Whatever it is that you need to do to get baptized asap!  Just do it!  

Baptism is an act of obedience.

<Importance>

Why did Jesus even need to be baptized?
(I’m not aware of some prophecy fulfillment)
The Bible often cites Baptism for the Remission, erasing, forgiveness of sins…    Jesus had no sin!

Honestly, I don’t fully understand Jesus’ reason for being baptized. Here’s what he said

Matthew 3:15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John consented.
Jesus let John the Baptist know that He, Jesus, needed to be baptized to fulfill all righteousness.

Could this baptism really be that important Jesus?

Matthew 3:15 (Message) 15 But Jesus insisted. “Do it. God’s work, putting things right all these centuries, is coming together right now in this baptism.” So John did it.
Could it be that Jesus felt this step of the journey, His baptism, was just as important as the steps he would take up to a hillside called Calvary?
Do you believe that God’s work is coming together right now in baptism?  Jesus does.  So do we!!

Baptism is important!
& Baptism is Obedience.
<Identity>


Baptism also reveals Identity!

Matthew 3:16-17 (NIV) As soon as Jesus was baptized, he came up out of the water. Then heaven opened, and he saw God’s Spirit coming down on him like a dove. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love, and I am very pleased with him.”
I believe that Jesus knew He was the son of God…  but those standing around definitely needed to hear this voice… declaring Him to be the son of God.
When you are baptized there is a sense of identity that comes upon you.

Baptism is not about belonging to a denomination or organization. It is about belonging to God. 
Baptism is not about identifying with a Church… It’s about your identity in Christ.

Galatians 3:26-27 (NIV) So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
1st we are children of God through Faith… we aren’t replacing faith with an act of getting wet.  If you get baptized without faith in Jesus, you are just getting wet.  But if you have faith baptism will identify you IN CHRIST.
You aren’t baptized into Redemption Church.  You are baptized into Christ. You aren’t clothed with the logo of Redemption Church… You are clothed with Christ!
I believe when you are baptized the Father has much the same response that He had in Matthew 3. I believe He looks down and declares “This is my son… my daughter… who I love… and I am very pleased.

<Baptism Schism title>

MUSICIAN

Baptism is really simple.  I don’t understand why religion always takes something so simple and confounds it. 
Baptism is not meant to be a legalism. It’s not to be another burdensome rule to throw on us so that we can be saved. We aren’t meant to argue and bicker over the baptism formula… being sprinkled or dunked… whether we are baptized pre salvation, mid salvation, post salvation….

IT’S NOT ABOUT THOSE THINGS!  Jesus isn’t about those silly Legalisms either.   It’s much simpler than that.
Everything you do unto Christ should be done out of relationship… 
People in Acts 2 come in contact with Jesus… they get baptized

The city of Samaria comes in contact with Christ in Acts 8… they get baptized

An Ethiopian Eunuch comes into contact with Christ in the middle of nowhere in Acts 8… gets baptized

A Christian killer comes into contact with Christ when He slaps him to the ground blind… gets baptized

In Acts 10 a gentile named Cornelius comes in Contact with Christ… Gets baptized

The Philippian Jailer in Acts 16 comes into contact with Christ… He and his whole household get baptized

Disciples of John the Baptist in Acts 19 come in contact with Jesus… they get re-baptized

 Everyone who comes in contact with Christ should get baptized.
It should be done out of relationship… and not religious obligation.

We are about to open this altar.  I want you to come today not out of religious obligation… but I want you to come for 1 of 2 reasons…

1 - You have come into contact with Jesus and want to thank Him and draw closer to Him.

2 – You want to come in contact with Jesus
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