Real Hope (3 of 3): Bigger Hope
· GOALS & GUIDELINS:

· ICEBREAKER:   Tell us about a BIG problem
· AGREEMENT PRAYER:

Problems… We all have them right? Living a Christian life doesn’t mean we are problem free right…? Q- What do you think? Do you think following Jesus should mean you never have another problem? 
A problem free life is a very unscriptural idea. Jesus lived a perfect and sinless life but we see many problems he had to face.  Q- Let’s quickly name some problems Jesus faced.
Jesus very clearly tells us – In this world you will have trouble. Somehow Christians have wrongly thought a life with Jesus meant a problem free existence. In fact we sometimes go through trouble because of our faith in Jesus.
We’ve talked about Hope being unseen. Tonight we want to talk about the difficulty of seeing your trouble right in front of you and not being able to see your hope.  Q-  How does it feel to go through that? Does it make you doubt? Do you have a story to share?
Problems have a way of getting right up in our face and roaring loudly. In those moments it’s hard to hold onto this invisible hope.  I want you to think about a problem… You don’t have to share it with us, but we want you to think of a problem you are facing or have recently faced…  Answer this question internally… Q- Does this problem make your hope go away?  Why or why not?  (Someone can share if they want to…)
The sun is the biggest object in our solar system. It’s as big as 1,300,000 Earths.  …It’s bigger than we can contemplate.  Now think of the hope that comes each morning and you look out that window and the sun is there again today like it was yesterday.  It’s there again providing light, warmth, and even gravitational pull…  When was the last time you were thankful for the sun? This evening the sun is going down and we won’t see it ‘til the morning and we will all die if it doesn’t come back in the morning…  When the sun sets are we all going to cry and worry that we will never see the sun again? No of course not.  We trust that the sun will rise again like it always has.

Q- God made this trustworthy sun…  Can you trust him?  Someone share a time you trusted God. 
The size of the problem isn’t the problem… the perspective is the problem.  Remember the sun is crazy huge… But it is possible to walk outdoors in the morning and cover the sun with your thumbnail.  You didn’t really block out the sun… the sun is still there… it’s just that something so small as your thumbnail, when placed in the wrong perspective can seem larger than the sun. 
Do you realize that your problem is a thumbnail and that your hope is the size of the sun?  REAL HOPE IS BIGGER THAN YOUR PROBLEMS.  Remember the size of the problem isn’t the problem… the perspective is the problem.
Q- Let’s get that perspective right… Talk about the big hope you can have in God?  Q- Can we think of a problem bigger than this hope?
Romans 8 likens hope to childbirth.  One of our Connect Group members just had a baby.  The pregnancy had some rough painful moments.  This was her 2nd child but the pain was somehow worse.  Her husband Chris was really worried about his wife, but when she held Hudson for the first time, when that childbirth pain was past, Sarah had what is called Baby Amnesia.  Upon receiving what she had hoped for she had forgotten all the pain.
Internal Q- Do you understand your hope is bigger than your problem?  Do you believe God can take away the pain you are going through?  Are you willing to trust Him?   {PRAY}
Vision: Real Hope isn’t wishy washy – Real Hope is full of confidence.  Next week we start a brand new series Real Love
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
      This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
John 16:33
Jesus said - “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
Hebrews 11:1
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

Romans 8:24 (NIV) hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have?
