Mysterion: Israel’s Hardness (4 of 12)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER: Tell us something you are planning.
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
Welcome back to the Mysterion series. We have talked about God’s secret battle plans concerning the incarnation, the indwelling, and the one body of Israel and the church. Tonight we are going to continue talking about Israel with a Mysterion not yet fulfilled.  Q- Tell us about Israel. Give us some scriptural info about Israel. 
Q- In Romans 11:25 Paul mentions a Mystery about Israel. What is this mystery? (Israel experienced a hardening?) Q- What do you think this means?  

The word for hardening is pōrōsis and this Greek word means ‘covering with a callus, dulled perception, stubbornness.’ Q- Can we name anyone else in scripture that had a hardness? 
Pharaoh notably had a hardened heart and refused to surrender the children of Israel. There are other stories of people who refused to listen to God’s wisdom – Cain, King Saul, Rehoboam, those who worship the beast in Revelation.

Q- Who is Paul’s audience in writing the letter of Romans? (Gentile believers in Rome).  Q- What does Romans 11:25 mention about Gentiles? …what do you think that means? 

Romans 11:25 has been one of those verses that many people have formed different interpretations. For this discussion let’s take the verse literally. Israel literals means the nation of Israel, those that identify themselves as Jew. Gentile means not Jewish. 

Q- Why did this hardening fall on Israel? (They didn’t recognize Christ as Messiah when He came, and they rejected Him even after He resurrected)

Now this doesn’t mean EVERY Jew is hardened and cannot come to Christ. Paul is the one writing this and He is Jew.  The scripture says “hardening IN PART.” It means the majority will be blind to Christ for a period of time. The hardness will not be forever. This period ends when “the fullness of gentiles come in.”  This gentile fullness could mean this time of history when vastly more Gentiles are coming to Christ than Jew.  
Q- Are we still in this time of Hardened Israel and Gentile Fullness? (Yes) Q- Why would God harden hearts? 

God does not do this as vengeance. He does this as a form of correction for disobedient children. In love He allows hardness in order to one day open their eyes. Zechariah shows us that one day they will see again… Let’s read this scripture again.
One day Israel will turn to Christ just like you have turned to Christ. This will be an amazing prophecy fulfilled.  It is His secret battle plan to come.  BUT we must also warn you. There is coming a day when the fullness of Gentiles will be completed. It is very possible, that just as Christ opened a door to Gentiles, that door could close. If we aren’t walking in obedience we could experience a hardening. SO SHARE CHRIST NOW!  WALK WITH CHRIST NOW!
Internal Q- Are you walking with Jesus? Are you obedient to God? Are you sharing Jesus with others? Let’s pray for Israel. We pray protection but most of all that their eyes would be opened to Jesus.{Pray} 
Vision:   God has entrusted you with mysteries.. Israel is hardened but one day they will look upon the one they pierced.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Romans 11:25 (NIV) I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers and sisters, so that you may not be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening(blindness) in part until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in, 
Romans 11:30-32 (NIV) 30 Just as you who were at one time disobedient to God have now received mercy as a result of their disobedience, 31 so they too have now become disobedient in order that they too may now receive mercy as a result of God’s mercy to you. 32 For God has bound everyone over to disobedience so that he may have mercy on them all.
Exodus 8:15 (NIV) But when Pharaoh saw that there was relief, he hardened his heart and did not listen to them, as the LORD had said.
Zechariah 12:10 NIV And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son.
Vision:   God has entrusted you with mysteries.. Israel is hardened but one day they will look upon the one they pierced.
