Communion - Wine (2 of 3)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What is your favorite beverage?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE   
SCRIPTURE
In this series we are discussing Communion.  Last week we talked about the meaning of the word “communion.” It means an act or instance of sharing; something we have in common. This week we are going to talk about the meaning of a different word.  Jesus said, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood…”
Q- What does the word “covenant” mean?  

Merriam-Webster’s dictionary says a covenant as a formal, solemn, and binding agreement; a promise.  We’ve talked about the difference between contracts and covenants before. Q- What is the difference?
A covenant is more personal than a contract as well as more binding, in a covenant both parties pledge to uphold their part of the agreement regardless of whether or not the other party upholds theirs.  Marriage, as instituted in the Bible is meant to be a covenant.  And the marriage covenant models God’s relationship with us.

There are several examples of covenants between God and people in the Old Testament. Q- Can we name some? [God/Adam: do not eat the fruit, God/Noah, God/Abraham, God/Israel, God/Moses]

The prophet Jeremiah foretold a new covenant that God would institute. And Jesus refers to this prophecy during the Passover supper before his crucifixion.  He says, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood…” 
Q- Does that mean there was an “old covenant?”  If so, which one was it?
Jeremiah’s prophecy makes reference to the covenant between God and the Israelites delivered to Moses at Mount Sinai.  The Jewish people of Jesus’ time, this was the covenant they were to follow.  The problem was that the people had broken the “old” covenant (Jer.31:32). So God through Jesus institutes a new covenant.  

The new covenant is a huge subject, so we aren’t going to be able to discuss it in-depth tonight, but I want to highlight a few important distinctions.  Both the old covenant and the new covenant required the shedding of blood.  “…without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.” The old covenant required regular animal sacrifices in order for the people’s sins to be forgiven, but blood of animals could only attain forgiveness of the people’s sins up to that point. Any further sin would require another sacrifice, which is why they were carried out regularly.  Under the new covenant Jesus’ blood is shed for us and it was shed once for all.  His sacrifice pays the price for our sins today, and any sin we will commit in the future.  

Also, the old covenant only described how God would act toward the people during their life on earth.  Through the new covenant we are offered eternal life.  Under the new covenant God’s law will be written on our hearts and we shall all know God, because we will receive the Holy Spirit and God will live in us.Under the old covenant, the blood was sprinkled on the people, but Jesus institutes the new covenant by having us drink the wine which symbolizes His blood, so we have His life within us.

Jewish people traditionally drink wine as part of the Passover Seder because it symbolizes the blood of the lamb.  Q- How was a lamb involved in the original Passover? Q- How is Jesus like that lamb?
Jesus died so that we would be covered and spared from destruction.  Jesus is the perfect spotless lamb.  Jesus is also the Firstborn who died.  According to tradition Jewish people drink four cups of wine that correspond to the four things God says He will do for the Israelites in Exodus 6:6-7.  Historians believe the cup that Jesus identifies as the new covenant was the third cup, the cup of Redemption. Q- How does the new covenant relate to redemption? Then Jesus says he will not drink the fourth cup until He drinks it with His followers in His Father’s kingdom.  Compare Exodus 6:7a with Jeremiah 31:33.

As followers of Jesus we are one body, we share one Holy Spirit, we receive the cup of the one new covenant, we look forward to one kingdom, and we are all covered by the blood of our one and only Savior, Jesus Christ. All these things unite us, and we have them all in Communion.
Internal Q- Have you looked for ways to have communion with you fellow Christians?  Does Jesus live within you and through you?  Are you living out the new covenant by being obedient to God?  {prayer}

1.
Vision:  Look for ways to have communion with other Christians.  Remember we have Jesus in common.

Goals and Guidelines
1. Grow in relationship with God

2. Grow in relationship with each other

3. Grow in number and multiply
   This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group; therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules... Stay on subject, Keep it short, Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
MATTHEW 26:27-28 (NKJV) Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.”
1 CORINTHIANS 11:25-26 (NKJV) 
25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.
HEBREWS 9:18-20,22 (ESV) Therefore not even the first covenant was inaugurated without blood.  19 For when every commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to all the people, he took the blood of calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, 20 saying, “This is the blood of the covenant that God commanded for you.”
22 Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.
JEREMIAH 31:31-34 (NKJV) “Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah- 32 not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, though I was a husband to them, says the lord. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put My law in their minds and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. 34 No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they all shall know Me, from the least to the greatest of them, says the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.”
EXODUS 6:6-7a (NKJV) Therefore say to the children of Israel: ‘I am the Lord; [1] I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, [2] I will rescue you from their bondage, and [3] I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments.  7 [4] I will take you as My people, and I will be your God.
JOHN 6:54-56 (ESV) Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. 55 For My flesh is true food, and My blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in Me, and I in him.”
Vision:  Look for ways to have communion with other Christians.  Remember we have Jesus in common.
