
Answer for Tough Questions :Is Jesus the only way? (3 of 3)     
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Tell us one thing you know about Jesus… 
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE

· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture

Q- How can you say Jesus is the only way?  That’s exclusive. So you are right and everyone else is wrong?


{Go ahead have them talk open about this}

Q- From an unbeliever’s point of view, what’s wrong with saying Jesus is the only way?


{Politically incorrect, exclusive, suggests that your way is right and their way is not… etc}

a. Can we see how this could be upsetting?

b. How can we diffuse the emotionalism of this question?

It’s not about being right or wrong. It’s about what is Right! Don’t ever get in an emotional confrontation on who is right… who is right, is pointless.  What is right, is life changing.  It’s not about one religion versus another… It’s about truth.  We need to seek truth above all things… if we seek truth we will find it.

Our question is easy to sort out using logic and simple scripture.  There are only 3 logical options…

1 Jesus is the way. 2 Jesus is one of many ways. 3 Jesus is NOT the way.

Well what if Jesus is wrong? What if he was crazy? Well that’s simple … That would mean Jesus is NOT the way.  If He is not the way or one of many ways, he would be a liar and we shouldn’t listen to much of what He has to say.  But if Jesus is the way or even one of many ways we should follow everything He says. Make sense?
Jesus said He is “The Way” and that “No one comes to the Father except” through Jesus.  Jesus doesn’t say this as a prideful brag.  He says it like you would tell someone that there is only one escape out of a burning building.  Jesus is the one way to escape the wages of sin, which is death…  So if, according to Jesus Himself, He is the ONE way… Jesus is not one of many ways…   Logically we can deduce that Jesus is either THE WAY or NO WAY?

Q- Don’t all religions teach the same?  Same God with different names?  {Seek a response}

This would mean that all religions are true.  Let’s look at the religious bullet points on the scripture page.

Q- Why do people think that all religions teach the same? {Ignorance}

If we melt all the beliefs down there are some similarities in philosophy… But Jesus is LITERAL… He is not just a philosophy or an Idea.  He literally dies on a cross to literally pay for our sin.  He literally rose again and will literally come back to take us to Heaven.
Q- What about the guy in the middle of nowhere who has never heard of Jesus? Or what about someone like Ghandi, who did good things in life? {We aren’t the Judge, God is! We are called to reach these people with the Gospel, Jesus died for these people, These people are accountable for what they do know – Romans 1:19-20}
Q- {Internal} Do You truly believe that Jesus Christ is the only way? What needs to happen in your life for you to claim Jesus as Lord, Savior and King? Are you living life like you believe it?  Do you cling to God’s Word? Is Jesus literal?
Vision:  We are accountable for what we know… If you know about prayer and don’t pray… If you have access to the Word of God and don’t read it… If you have information about the one way of escape and don’t share it… you are accountable.

Let’s hold ourselves accountable. Let’s make Jesus literal.

Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
John 14:5-7 (NIV)

5Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?" 

 6Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him." 

Acts 17:24-31 (The Message)

 24-29"The God who made the world and everything in it, this Master of sky and land, doesn't live in custom-made shrines or need the human race to run errands for him, as if he couldn't take care of himself. He makes the creatures; the creatures don't make him. Starting from scratch, he made the entire human race and made the earth hospitable, with plenty of time and space for living so we could seek after God, and not just grope around in the dark but actually find him. He doesn't play hide-and-seek with us. He's not remote; he's near. We live and move in him, can't get away from him! One of your poets said it well: 'We're the God-created.' Well, if we are the God-created, it doesn't make a lot of sense to think we could hire a sculptor to chisel a god out of stone for us, does it? 

 30-31"God overlooks it as long as you don't know any better—but that time is past. The unknown is now known, and he's calling for a radical life-change. He has set a day when the entire human race will be judged and everything set right. And he has already appointed the judge, confirming him before everyone by raising him from the dead." 

Romans 1:19-20 (The Message)

people try to put a shroud over truth. But the basic reality of God is plain enough. Open your eyes and there it is! By taking a long and thoughtful look at what God has created, people have always been able to see what their eyes as such can't see: eternal power, for instance, and the mystery of his divine being. So nobody has a good excuse.

Religious Bullet Points

· Budhists deny a personal God. 
· Hindus believe God is formless and abstract. 
· Christians declares Jesus is the Image of the Invisible God who came to save you.
· Budhists believe salvation comes through self effort because there is no God to guide you. 

· Hindus believe salvation comes through devotion, works and self control. 

· Islam believes that man earns his own salvation and pays for his own sin.

· Christians believe that salvation comes only through Jesus who died for their sins

· Budhists believe Jesus was a good teacher (lesser of course than Budha).  

· Muslims believe that Jesus was only a man, but that He was a prophet (lesser of course to Mohammed).  

· Both Buddhists and Muslims strongly reject that Jesus Christ died for our sins and was resurrected.

