Condemnation

· GOALS & GUIDELINS:

· ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about your 1st car.
· AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Last week we tackled the very heavy subject of Eternity. Everyone is going to spend eternity either in heaven or hell.  It is a misconception that God “sends” people to heaven or hell. He doesn’t send people… people freely choose.  If we live a life that says we want access to God’s presence and His rule in our lives, we are choosing heaven. If we don’t want God’s presence or reign in our lives, we are choosing hell.  The life we choose to live on earth extends into our eternity. 
This week we are going to talk about a heavy word… Condemnation.

#1 What is condemnation?  (disapproval, a negative judgment, guilt which leads to punishment) 
What a heavy word condemnation is! You can imagine an angry God with a large gavel pronouncing your punishment.  It’s difficult to view God as love when you know he will one day be a judge

#2 How can we avoid Condemnation?

There is NO CONDEMNATION for those in Christ Jesus.  If you are in Christ there is no condemnation? The Word commands us in Gal 3:27 to be baptized into Christ and that we Put on Christ… You aren’t visible anymore… You put on Christ… He is visible. Romans 8 tells us to walk after the Spirit… God gives us His Spirit to lead us.  The law of the Spirit has made us free from the law of Sin and Death.  This is greatly important! Remember the wages of Sin is Death… but the Spirit makes you free from… what?… Sin and Death!
If you are in Christ there is no condemnation.  You’ve put on Christ… You’re filled with God’s Spirit and try to walk in the Spirit… there will be no condemnation for you. We read this good stuff in Romans 8:1,2 but then we get to verse 34 and it says ‘Who condemns? Jesus! And who can  separate us from His love?’ Really…? Wait a second… He condemns us and He loves us? Remember the song “Yes Jesus loves me” well here it says “Yes Jesus Condemns me!”  It doesn’t seem to fit together.
#3 If God is Love how can condemn people He’s suppose to love?  Jesus was NOT sent to condemn the world but to save it… is this a mistake in scripture?
There is a misconception about God and His judgment.  We tend to think it’s about punishment, but it’s really about His nature. God is Holy and we are not.  Holy and un-Holy don’t mix well together. His Holiness is hardcore… it could kill you. 
So when we read about Jesus condemning… it’s really the Holy life that Jesus lived that we didn’t measure up to. His life condemns us.  We lied, he didn’t. We stole, he didn’t. We lusted, he didn’t. We sinned, he didn’t.  We don’t measure up to the Holy life Jesus lived… His Holiness and our Un-holiness don’t mix very well.  It separates us… it condemns us to that separation from the Holy God.

But… there is NO CONDEMNATION for those in Jesus.  When we put on Christ it covers our sin… our un-holy nature is covered by His pure Holy nature.  He makes us Holy! We don’t have to talk about Holy and un-holy not mixing well anymore… because we are Holy… we mix. We have access to God.

Only by being in Christ are we free from Condemnation. If we are outside of Christ we are condemned to be separated.
#4 Who condemns…? Jesus right?  Why does religion condemn people? [It’s not there place or purpose]

{Prayer} 
VISION – Jesus wasn’t sent to condemn the world, but to save the world.  We aren’t sent to condemn, but to tell people about Jesus. Live a life that’s in Christ.
Romans 8:1-2, 34-35 (New International Version)

 1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.
34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
John 3:17 (New International Version)

17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.
















