Owners (4 of 4)
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  A time you were really JOYFUL to be an owner..
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Renters have limited access. Owners have rights. Renters abandon what they have access to when it is no longer convenient. 
Q- What would you do if you went for a walk & came across a valuable treasure?   
There are 3 Principles of Ownership in the Parable of the Treasure in Matthew 13.

1. There is a difference in ownership and access.  The man obviously had access to the field, because he found the treasure there, yet he had no rights to the treasure at that point.   Anyone can join a church, become part of a community, get married, enter into a spiritual quest, etc.   However, just because you have access, do not assume you can lay claim to all of the treasures in that particular field.   There is always a price to be paid before you can claim the treasure that ownership affords. 

2. Ownership always involves a price.   The man understood that simply knowing the treasure was there did not give him a right to it until he had purchased the field.   By and large, people with a renter’s mentality do not understand this.  They think that because they have access to the field they have the same rights to the field.   

Q- Take a moment and comment on these statements.  Do you agree with them and why?

Ownership involves responsibility.  Ownership involves risk.  Ownership brings rights.  Ownership brings reward. 
3. Ownership brings a joy that is commensurate to the cost.    “and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath”    There is joy available in a relationship, in a community, in work, in family life, but you never get the joy until you pay the price of ownership.   

Q- What are some ways to show ownership with Connect Group?  

{Attend, Help, Host, Invite, Lead}

Q- Does the Joy of ownership in Connect Group pay off compared to the price?  How so? 

Jesus gave us another perspective on the whole owner/renter thing using a little different metaphor. 

Q- In John 10 There is a man that owns sheep and a man hired to watch sheep.  Describe the difference between them.

When a wolf shows up the shepherd will fight and even die for what is his.   The hired hand runs because those sheep aren’t his.  Having no ownership always makes it is easy to run away.   Not being an owner he will not risk, but then again he will not see the reward.  .  

Here is a simple test to determine if you are an owner or hireling in your employment, church, community, family, etc…

When serious adversity comes are you more apt to fight or run away?  Let’s take a moment to think about that…
There are people who will find joy in relationships, in community, in church, life.  NOTICE THIS.  The wolf does not discriminate whose sheep he attacks.  He will show up against the owner just like he will the hired hand.   Owners and renters have their property damaged, go through the same storms and face the same adversity.   There is one simple difference. 

The owner stays. The renter runs away.  The owner experiences the joy.  The hireling does not. 

In our church and Connect Group anyone can have access but not everyone has the same rights.  Some people pay the price of ownership and will experience the joy that is waiting for them.  
Internal Q- What do you currently have access to that you have not yet fully paid the price of ownership for?  What does that price look like?  What is the treasure/joy that you believe is waiting when and if you pay the price for ownership?

Vision: Find joy when you pay the price of ownership.    EASTER IS COMING!!  INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!!
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
 First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.
Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!

Matthew 13:44 The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.
Deueronomy 1:8 See, I have given you this land. Go in and take possession of the land the LORD swore he would give
John 10:11-13  “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.
