Owners (3 of 4)
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Something you were given that you didn’t take care of…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Q- Sometimes owning something will cause you to develop maintenance and improvement skills. Share your story…

Renters call someone when the property they live in is damaged, but Owners develop maintenance and improvements skills .

Renters simply move somewhere else if where they are is not to their liking. Owners, however, have committed to stay, so they work to make their property what they want it to be. 

Our passage from Nehemiah 3 needs a little historical background.   The city of Jerusalem had been leveled by a conquering army and all its inhabitants taken captive.  Years later Nehemiah returned and began to rebuild the city.  It is impossible to imagine the daunting task that faced him.   In that place and time cities had to be completely walled for safety.   These walls were massive, stone battlements that were completely collapsed and broken.  Miles of tumbled down stone walls greeted Nehemiah and the handful of people that returned with him.   It seems an impossible task, but it was made possible by one simple thing.  Each man rebuilt his house, and the portion of the wall that was closest to his house.  

Q- What are excuses we make instead of showing ownership?
There is no record of any builder in Nehemiah complaining and blaming the previous generation that allowed the sacking of Jerusalem.  There is no record of bitter recriminations and demands against the destroying army.  No one made any kind of statement to the effect “I will take care of my house but that wall does not belong to me.   It is not my responsibility.  Call the city planners.”

The people in Nehemiah 3 shared an understanding that a) Walls had to be built for successful life to happen in that place.   b) Someone had to build the walls.  c) While no one person could build it all, each person could own part of it and be responsible for what was necessary for successful life to happen in that place.  

Q-  What is necessary for successful life to happen?  Name some things we need to OWN for success in our life.

Do you know who is responsible for making sure there are no breaches in the walls of these necessary things?  Who is responsible for making sure they are whole, intact, and functioning?   The answer is “ME”.

Our world has a lot of broken down walls everywhere we look.   Families are struggling and collapsing.  Debt, consumerism, and a struggling economy are causing financial breakdown at small and large levels.  There is quite a landscape of rubble in our culture.   No one person can fix it all. 

Q- Talk about a time you tried to fix a problem all by yourself… How did that feel?
Every person can take ownership of the broken part of the wall that is attached to their house.   If you read Nehemiah 3 in its entirety you will find a long list of weird names and then it tells which portion of the wall they repaired.  

A couple lessons from Nehemiah 3.

· No person can do it all, but every person can do a part.   Doing YOUR part is ownership.

· Ownership does not stop at YOUR HOUSE, but extends into the community around you.  The people of Nehemiah 3 did not simply repair their house; they repaired the parts of the broken city that touched their house.  YOU SHOULD DEMONSTRATE OWNERSHIP IN EVERYTHING THAT SIGNIFICANTLY TOUCHES YOUR LIFE.
Q- Why do people resist building on the things in their range of influence?
If you attend a church you should demonstrate ownership.  In your employment you should be as diligent as if you were the owner of the business..  Every relationship that impacts you is your responsibility.  

Internal Q- What is touching your “house” that is waiting on you to rebuild, repair, and be responsible for it?
Vision: Abraham was blessed by God.  God’s design for Abraham’s life is that ALL THE EARTH would be blessed by the life of 1 man!  You are called to be blessed but to also be a blessing to the world!
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
 First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.
Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!

Nehemiah 3:28-30 28 Above the Horse Gate, the priests made repairs, each in front of his own house. 29 Next to them, Zadok son of Immer made repairs opposite his house. Next to him, Shemaiah son of Shekaniah, the guard at the East Gate, made repairs. 30 Next to him, Hananiah son of Shelemiah, and Hanun, the sixth son of Zalaph, repaired another section. Next to them, Meshullam son of Berekiah made repairs opposite his living quarters.
Deueronomy 1:8 See, I have given you this land. Go in and take possession of the land the LORD swore he would give
Genesis 12:2-3 “I will make you into a great nation, 
   and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, 
   and you will be a blessing.[a] 
3 I will bless those who bless you, 
   and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth 
   will be blessed through you.”
